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1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to early |learning; creating

3 part V of ch. 1002, F.S.; creating the

4 Vol untary Preki ndergarten Educati on Program

5 i nplementing s. 1(b) and (c), Art. I X of the
6 State Constitution; providing definitions for
7 pur poses of the program providing eligibility
8 and enrol |l ment requirements; authorizing

9 parents to enroll their children in a

10 school -year programdelivered by a private

11 preki ndergarten provider, a sunmer program

12 delivered by a public school or private

13 preki ndergarten provider, or a school -year

14 program delivered by a public school; requiring
15 school districts to admt all eligible children
16 in the sumrer program prohibiting specified
17 acts of discrimnation and certain limts on
18 enrol Il ment; specifying eligibility requirenents
19 for private prekindergarten providers and
20 public schools that deliver the program
21 requiring mnimum hours for the program
22 provi di ng m ni mum requi renments for
23 preki ndergarten instructors; providing for the
24 adoption of rules; providing mninmm and
25 maxi mum cl ass sizes; requiring appropriate
26 adult supervision for prekindergarten cl asses;
27 requiring the Departnent of Education to
28 establ i sh m ninum standards for a credenti al
29 for prekindergarten directors and for energent
30 literacy training courses for prekindergarten
31 instructors; requiring the credential and
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1 course to provide training and resources

2 containing strategies that maxim ze the

3 program s benefits for students with

4 disabilities and other special needs; providing
5 that the credential and course satisfy certain
6 credentialing and training requirenents;

7 providing limts on when a provider or school

8 may deliver the sunmmer prekindergarten program
9 specifying eligibility requirements for schoo
10 districts that deliver the school -year

11 preki ndergarten program providing |egislative
12 i ntent; authorizing providers and schools to
13 sel ect or design curricula used for the

14 program directing the Departnment of Education
15 to adopt performance standards and approve

16 curricula under specified conditions; requiring
17 provi ders and schools to be placed on probation
18 and use the approved curricula under certain
19 ci rcunstances; requiring inprovenment plans and
20 corrective actions from providers and school s
21 under certain circunstances; providing for the
22 removal of providers or schools that remain on
23 probati on beyond specified tinme limts;
24 requiring early learning coalitions and schoo
25 districts to verify the conmpliance of private
26 pr eki ndergarten providers and public school s;
27 aut hori zing the renoval of providers and
28 school s for nonconpliance or m sconduct;
29 requiring interagency coordination for
30 monitoring providers; requiring the Departnent
31 of Education to adopt a statew de kindergarten
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1 screening; requiring certain students to take
2 the statew de screening; specifying

3 requirements for screening instruments and

4 ki ndergarten readi ness rates; directing the

5 State Board of Education to establish m ninmm
6 rates; providing funding and reporting

7 requi rements; specifying the calcul ation of

8 per-student allocations; authorizing students
9 to withdraw, reenroll, and receive additiona
10 per-student all ocations under specified

11 conditions; providing for advance paynents to
12 private prekindergarten providers and public
13 school s based upon student enroll nment;

14 providing for the docunentation and

15 certification of student attendance; requiring
16 parents to verify student attendance and

17 certify the choice of provider or school

18 providing for the reconciliation of advance
19 paynments based upon attendance; requiring
20 students to conply with attendance policies and
21 aut horizing the dism ssal of students for
22 nonconpl i ance; requiring the Agency for
23 Wor kf orce I nnovation to adopt a uniform
24 attendance policy for fundi ng purposes;
25 providing for admnistrative funds to be used
26 by early learning coalitions; prohibiting
27 certain fees or charges; limting the use of
28 state funds; providing powers and duties of the
29 Departnent of Education and the Agency for
30 Wor kf orce I nnovation; requiring the departnment
31 and the agency to adopt procedures for the
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1 Vol untary Preki ndergarten Educati on Program

2 creating the Florida Early Learning Advisory

3 Council; providing for the appointnent and

4 menber ship of the advisory council; providing
5 menber ship and neeting requirenents;

6 aut hori zing council menbers to receive per diem
7 and travel expenses; requiring the Agency for
8 Wor kforce I nnovation to provide staff for the
9 advi sory council; providing for the adoption of
10 rul es; amending s. 411.01, F.S.; conformng

11 provisions to the transfer of the Florida

12 Partnership for School Readiness to the Agency
13 for Wirkforce I nnovation; deleting provisions
14 for the appoi ntment and nenbership of the

15 partnershi p; redesignating school readiness

16 coalitions as early learning coalitions;

17 del eting obsol ete references to repeal ed

18 prograns; del eting obsol ete provisions

19 governing the phase in of school readiness
20 prograns; deleting provisions governing the
21 measur ement of school readi ness, the schoo
22 readi ness uni form screeni ng, and
23 per formance- based budgeting in school readiness
24 prograns; specifying requirenents for schoo
25 readi ness performance standards; clarifying
26 rul emaki ng requirenments; revising requirenments
27 for school readiness prograns; specifying that
28 school readi ness prograns must enhance the
29 progress of children in certain skills;
30 requiring early learning coalitions to obtain
31 certain health informati on before enrolling a
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1 child in the school readi ness program

2 requiring the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation

3 to monitor and eval uate the performance of

4 early learning coalitions and to identify best
5 practices for the coalitions; requiring a

6 reduction in the nunber of coalitions in

7 accordance with specified standards; directing
8 the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation to adopt

9 procedures for the nerger of coalitions;
10 provi di ng exceptions; authorizing the Agency
11 for Workforce Innovation to dissolve a
12 coalition under specified conditions; revising
13 appoi nt nent and menbership requirements for the
14 coalitions; specifying that certain nmenbers are
15 nonvoting; directing the Agency for Wrkforce
16 I nnovation to adopt criteria for the

17 appoi ntnent of certain nenbers; requiring each
18 coalition to specify ternms of coalition

19 menbers; requiring a quorum of coalition
20 menbers; prohibiting coalition menbers from
21 voting under certain circunstances; providing a
22 definition for purposes of the single point of
23 entry; requiring early learning coalitions to
24 use a statewi de information system requiring
25 the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation to approve
26 paynment rates and consider the access of
27 eligible children before approving proposals to
28 increase rates; prioritizing the use of schoo
29 readi ness funds under certain circunstances;
30 deleting requirenents for the m ni mum nunber of
31 children served; providing requirenents for
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1 devel opnental | y appropriate curricul um used for
2 school readiness progranms; authorizing

3 contracts for the continuation of schoo

4 readi ness services under certain circunstances;
5 requiring the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation
6 to adopt criteria for the approval of schoo

7 readi ness plans; revising requirenments for

8 school readiness plans; providing requirenments
9 for the approval and inplenentation of plan

10 revi sions; revising conpetitive procurenent

11 requirements for early learning coalitions;

12 authorizing the coalitions to designate

13 certified public accountants as fiscal agents;
14 clarifying age and inconme eligibility

15 requi rements for school readiness prograns;

16 revising eligibility requirenents for certain
17 at-risk children; deleting a requirenent for
18 consul tation on performance standards and

19 out cone neasures; revising fundi ng
20 requirements; revising requirenents for the
21 adoption of a fornula for the allocation of
22 certain funds anong the early | earning
23 coalitions; specifying allocations for fiscal
24 year 2004-2005; deleting an obsol ete provision
25 requiring a report; deleting the expiration of
26 eligibility requirenents for certain children
27 fromfamlies receiving tenporary cash
28 assi stance; anending s. 11.45, F.S.
29 authorizing the Auditor General to conduct
30 audits of the school readi ness system anending
31 s. 20.50, F.S.; creating the Ofice of Early
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1 Learning within the Agency for Workforce

2 I nnovation; requiring the office to adm nister
3 the school readiness system and operationa

4 requi rements of the Voluntary Prekindergarten
5 Educati on Program anending s. 125.901, F.S.

6 conform ng provisions to changes made by the

7 act; anending ss. 216.133 and 216. 136, F.S.

8 redesi gnati ng the School Readi ness Program

9 Estimati ng Conference as the Early Learning

10 Prograns Estimating Conference; requiring the
11 estimating conference to devel op certain

12 estimates and forecasts for the Voluntary

13 Pr eki ndergarten Educati on Program directing
14 the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation to provide
15 certain information to the estimating

16 conf erence; anending ss. 402.3016, 411.011

17 411.226, 411.227, 1001.23, 1002.22, and

18 1003.54, F.S.; conformng provisions to the

19 transfer of the Florida Partnership for Schoo
20 Readi ness to the Agency for Wrkforce
21 I nnovation and to the redesignation of the
22 school readiness coalitions as early |earning
23 coalitions; authorizing the agency to adopt

24 rul es; amending s. 1007.23, F.S.; requiring the
25 articulation of certain progranms into credit
26 toward a postsecondary degree; abolishing the
27 Fl orida Partnership for School Readiness;

28 transferring all powers, rules, personnel, and
29 property of the partnership to the Agency for
30 Wor kf orce I nnovation; repealing ss. 411.012 and
31 1008.21, F.S., relating to the voluntary
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uni ver sal prekindergarten educati on program and
the school readi ness uniform screening;
provi di ng appropriations and authori zi ng
additional positions; requiring that the
Executive Ofice of the Governor provide prior
notice to the Legislative Budget Conmmi ssion of
all ocations fromthe | unp-sum appropriations to
appropriation categories; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Part V of chapter 1002, Florida Statutes,
consi sting of sections 1002.51, 1002.53, 1002.55, 1002.57,
1002. 59, 1002.61, 1002.63, 1002.65, 1002.67, 1002.69, 1002.71
1002. 73, 1002.75, 1002.77, and 1002.79, Florida Statutes, is
created to read:

PART V
VOLUNTARY PREKI NDERGARTEN EDUCATI ON PROGRAM
1002.51 Definitions.--As used in this part, the term

(1) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Education

(2) "Early learning coalition" or "coalition" neans an

early learning coalition created under s. 411.01

(3) "Prekindergarten director" neans an onsite person

ultinately responsible for the overall operation of a private

preki ndergarten provider or, alternatively, of the provider's

pr eki ndergarten program regardl ess of whether the person s

t he owner of the provider.

(4) "Prekindergarten instructor" neans a teacher or

child care personnel as defined in s. 402.302 who provide

8
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instruction to students in the Voluntary Prekindergarten

Educati on Program

(5) "Private prekindergarten provider" neans a

provi der other than a public school which is eligible to

deliver the school -year prekindergarten program under s.

1002.55 or the summer prekindergarten program under s.
1002. 61.
1002.53 Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program

eligibility and enroll nent.--

(1) There is created the Voluntary Prekindergarten

Education Program The program shall take effect in each

county at the beginning of the 2005-2006 school year and shal

be organi zed, designed, and delivered in accordance with s.
1(b) and (c), Art. I X of the State Constitution.
(2) Each child who resides in this state who will have

attained the age of 4 years on or before Septenber 1 of the

school vear is eligible for the Voluntary Prekindergarten

Education Program during that school year. The child renmins

eligible until the beqginning of the school year for which the

childis eligible for adm ssion to kindergarten in a public
school under s. 1003.21(1)(a)2. or until the child is admtted

to ki ndergarten, whichever occurs first.

(3) The parent of each child eligible under subsection

(2) may enroll the child in one of the foll owi ng prograns:

(a) A school -year prekindergarten programdelivered by

a private prekindergarten provider under s. 1002.55;

(b) A sunmmer prekindergarten programdelivered by a

public school or private prekindergarten provider under_ s.
1002.61; or
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(c) A school -year prekindergarten programdelivered by

a public school, if offered by a school district that is
eligible under s. 1002.63.

Except as provided in s. 1002.71(4), a child may not enroll in

nore than one of these prograns.

(4)(a) Each parent enrolling a child in the Voluntary

Pr eki ndergarten Education Program nust conplete and submt an

application to the early learning coalition through the single

point of entry established under s. 411.01.

(b) The application nust be submtted on forns

prescribed by the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation and nust be

acconpanied by a certified copy of the child's birth

certificate. The forns nust include a certification, in
substantially the formprovided in s. 1002.71(6)(b)2., that

t he parent chooses the private prekindergarten provider or

public school in accordance with this section and directs that

paynents for the program be nade to the provider or school

The Agency for Whrkforce | nnovation may authorize alternative

net hods for subnmitting proof of the child's age in lieu of a

certified copy of the child's birth certificate.

(c) Each early learning coalition shall coordinate

with each of the school districts within the coalition's

county or nulticounty reqgion in the devel opnent of procedures

for enrolling children in prekindergarten prograns delivered

by public schools.

(5) The early learning coalition shall provide each

parent enrolling a child in the Voluntary Prekindergarten

Education Programwith a profile of every private

pr eki ndergarten provider and public school delivering the

programw thin the coalition's county or nulticounty region.
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The profiles shall be provided to parents in a formt

prescribed by the Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation. The

profiles nmust include, at a minimum the followi ng informtion

about each provider and school:

(a) The provider's or school's services, curriculum

instructor credentials, and instructor-to-student ratio; and

(b) The provider's or school's kindergarten readi nhess

rate calculated in accordance with s. 1002.69, based upon the

nost recent avail able results of the statew de kindergarten

screeni ng.
(6)(a) A parent nmay enroll his or her child with any

private prekindergarten provider that is eligible to deliver

t he Vol untary Prekindergarten Education Program under this

part: however, the provider nay deternine whether to admt any

child. An early learning coalition may not limt the nunber of

students adnitted by any private prekindergarten provider for

enrollnent in the program However, this paragraph does not

authorize an early learning coalition to allow a provider to

exceed any staff-to-children ratio, square footage per child,

or_other requirenent inposed under ss. 402.301-402.319 as a

result of admissions in the prekindergarten program

(b) A parent may enroll his or her child with any

public school within the school district which is eliqgible to

deliver the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program under

this part, subject to avail able space. Each school district

may limt the nunber of students admitted by any public school

for enrollnent in the program however, the school district

nmust provide for the adnission of every eligible child within

the district whose parent enrolls the child in a sunmmer

pr eki ndergarten program delivered by a public school under s.
1002. 61.
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(c) Each private prekindergarten provider and public

school nust conply with the antidiscrimnation requirenents of
42 U.S.C. s. 2000d, regardless of whether the provider or

school receives federal financial assistance. A private

pr eki ndergarten provider or public school may not discrimnate

agai nst _a parent or child, including the refusal to admt a

child for enrollnent in the Voluntary Prekindergarten

Education Program in violation of these antidiscrimnation

requi renents.

1002.55 School -year prekindergarten programdelivered

by private prekindergarten providers.--

(1) Each early learning coalition shall admnister the

Vol untary Prekindergarten Education Program at the county or

regional level for students enrolled under s. 1002.53(3)(a) in

a _school -year prekindergarten programdelivered by a private

pr eki ndergarten provider

(2) Each school -year prekindergarten programdelivered

by a private prekindergarten provider nust conprise at | east

540 instructional hours.

(3) To be eligible to deliver the prekindergarten

program a private prekindergarten provider nust neet each of

the follow ng requirenents:

(a) The private prekindergarten provider nust be a

child care facility licensed under s. 402.305, fanmly day care

hone licensed under s. 402.313, large fanmly child care hone

licensed under s. 402.3131, nonpublic school exenpt from

licensure under s. 402.3025(2), or faith-based child care

provi der exenpt fromlicensure under s. 402.316.

(b) The private prekindergarten provider nust:

1. Be accredited by an accrediting association that is

a _nmenber of the National Council for Private School
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Accreditation, the Conmnission on International and

Trans- Regi onal Accreditation, or the Florida Association of

Academ ¢ Nonpublic Schools;

2. Hold a current Gold Seal Quality Care designation
under s. 402.281; or

3. Be licensed under s. 402.305, s. 402.313, or s.

402. 3131 and denonstrate, before delivering the Voluntary

Pr eki ndergarten Education Program as verified by the early

learning coalition, that the provider neets each of the

requi renents of the programunder this part, including, but

not limted to, the requirenents for credentials and

background screeni ngs of prekindergarten instructors under

paragraphs (c) and (d), mninmum and nmaxi num cl ass si zes under

paragraph (e), prekindergarten director credentials under

paragraph (f), and a devel opnentally appropriate curriculum
under s. 1002.67(2)(b).

(c) The private prekindergarten provider nust have,

for each prekindergarten class, at |east one prekindergarten

i nstructor who neets each of the follow ng requirenents:

1. The prekindergarten instructor nust hold, at a

m ni nrum one of the followi ng credentials:

a. A child devel opnent associ ate credential issued by

the National Credentialing Programof the Council for

Pr of essi onal Recognition; or

b. A credential approved by the Departnent of Children

and Fanmily Services as being equivalent to or greater than the

credential described in sub-subparagraph a.

The Departnent of Children and Fanmly Services nay adopt rul es
under ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 which provide criteria and
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1| procedures for approving equivalent credentials under

2| sub-subparagraph b.

3 2. The prekindergarten instructor nmust successfully
4] conplete an energent literacy training course approved by the
5| department as neeting or exceeding the mni num standards

6| adopted under s. 1002.59. This subparagraph does not apply to
7| a prekindergarten instructor who successfully conpletes

8| approved training in early literacy and | anguage devel oprent
9| under s. 402.305(2)(d)5., s. 402.313(6), or s. 402.3131(5)
10| before the establishment of one or nore energent literacy
11| training courses under s. 1002.59 or April 1, 2005, whichever
12| occurs later
13 (d) Each prekindergarten instructor enployed by the
14| private prekindergarten provider nust be of good noral
15| character, nust be screened using the level 2 screening
16| standards in s. 435.04 before enploynent and rescreened at

17| least once every 5 years, nust be deni ed enpl oynent or

18| terminated if required under s. 435.06, and nust not be

19| ineligible to teach in a public school because his or her
20| educator certificate is suspended or revoked.
21 (e) Each of the private prekindergarten provider's
22| prekindergarten classes nust be conposed of at |east 4
23| students but nmay not exceed 18 students. In order to protect
24| the health and safety of students, each private
25| prekindergarten provider nust also provide appropriate adult
26| supervision for students at all tines. This paragraph does not
27| supersede any requirenent inposed on a provider under ss.
28| 402.301-402. 319.
29 (f) Before the beginning of the 2006-2007 school year
30| the private prekindergarten provider nust have a
31| prekindergarten director who has a prekindergarten director
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credential that is approved by the departnent as neeting or

exceedi ng the m ni nrum st andards adopted under s. 1002.57

Successful conmpletion of a child care facility director
credential under s. 402.305(2)(f) before the establishnent of

t he prekindergarten director credential under s. 1002.57 or

July 1, 2006, whichever occurs |later, satisfies the

requi renment for a prekindergarten director credential under

t hi s paragr aph.

(g) The private prekindergarten provider nust regqgister

with the early learning coalition on forns prescribed by the

Agency for Wirkforce | nnovation

(h) The private prekindergarten provider nust deliver

the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program.in accordance

with this part.

(4) A prekindergarten instructor, in lieu of the

m ni nrum credentials and courses required under paragraph

(3)(c), may hold one of the follow ng educational credentials:

(a) A bachelor's or higher degree in early chil dhood

education, prekindergarten or prinmary education, preschool

education, or famly and consuner science;

(b) A bachelor's or higher degree in elenentary

education, if the prekindergarten instructor has been

certified to teach children any age frombirth through 6th

grade, reqgardless of whether the instructor's educator

certificate is current, and if the instructor is not

ineligible to teach in a public school because his or her

educator certificate is suspended or revoked;

(c) An associate's or higher degree in child

devel opnent ;

(d)  An associate's or higher degree in an unrel ated

field, at least 6 credit hours in early childhood education or
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child devel opment, and at | east 480 hours of experience in

teaching or providing child care services for children any age

frombirth through 8 years of age; or

(e) An educational credential approved by the

departnent _as being equivalent to or greater than an

educational credential described in this subsection. The

departnent nmay adopt criteria and procedures for approving

equi val ent _educational credentials under this paragraph.

1002.57 Prekindergarten director credential.--
(1) By July 1, 2006, the departnent shall adopt

m ni nrum standards for a credential for prekindergarten

directors of private prekindergarten providers delivering the

Vol untary Prekindergarten Education Program The credenti al

nmust enconpass requirenents for education and onsite

experi ence.
(2) The educational requirenents nmust include training

in the follow ng:

(a) Professionally accepted standards for

preki ndergarten prograns, early learning, and strateqies and

t echni ques to address the age-appropriate progress of

preki ndergarten students in attaining the perfornance

st andards adopted by the departnent under s. 1002.67;

(b) Strategies that allow students with disabilities

and ot her special needs to derive maxi nrum benefit fromthe

Vol untary Prekindergarten Education Program and

(c) Program adninistration and operations, including

managenent, organi zati onal | eadership, and financial and | eqgal

i ssues.

(3) The prekindergarten director credential nust neet

or _exceed the requirenents of the Departnent of Children and

Fam |y Services for the child care facility director
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credential under s. 402.305(2)(f), and successful conpl etion

of the prekindergarten director credential satisfies these

requirenents for the child care facility director credential

(4) The departnent shall, to the maxi num extent

practicable, award credit to a person who successfully

completes the child care facility director credential under_s.

402.305(2)(f) for those requirenents of the prekindergarten

director credential which are duplicative of requirenents for

the child care facility director credential

1002.59 Energent literacy training courses.--By April

1, 2005, the departnent shall adopt ninimum standards for one

or nore training courses in energent literacy for

preki ndergarten instructors. Each course nust conprise 5 clock

hours and provide instruction in strateqgies and techniques to

address the age-appropriate progress of prekindergarten

students in devel oping energent literacy skills, including

oral communi cation, know edge of print and letters, phonemc

and phonol ogi cal awar eness, and vocabul ary and conprehensi on

devel opnent. Each course nust al so provide resources

containing strategies that allow students with disabilities

and ot her special needs to derive maxi nrum benefit fromthe

Vol untary Prekindergarten Education Program Successfu

compl etion of an energent literacy training course approved

under this section satisfies requirenents for approved

training in early literacy and | anguage devel opnent under_ss.
402.305(2)(d)5., 402.313(6), and 402.3131(5).

1002. 61 Summer preki ndergarten program delivered by

public schools and private prekindergarten providers.--

(1)(a) Each school district shall adninister the

Vol untary Prekindergarten Education Programat the district
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|l evel for students enrolled under s. 1002.53(3)(b) in a sumer

pr eki ndergarten programdelivered by a public school

(b) Each early learning coalition shall administer the

Vol untary Prekindergarten Education Program at the county or

regional level for students enrolled under s. 1002.53(3)(b) in

a summer _preki ndergarten programdelivered by a private

pr eki ndergarten provider

(2) Each summer prekindergarten programdelivered by a

public school or private prekindergarten provider nust:

(a) Conprise at |least 300 instructional hours;

(b) Not begin earlier than May 1 of the school vear;

and

(c) Not deliver the programfor a child earlier than

the sumer imedi ately before the school year for which the

childis eligible for adm ssion to kindergarten in a public
school under s. 1003.21(1)(a)?2.

(3)(a) Each district school board shall determ ne

whi ch public schools in the school district are eliqgible to

deliver the sumer preki ndergarten program The school

district shall use educational facilities available in the

public schools during the summer termfor the summer

pr eki ndergarten program

(b) Except as provided in this section, to be eligible

to deliver the summer prekindergarten program a private

preki ndergarten provider nust neet each requirenent in s.
1002. 55.

(4) Notwi thstanding ss. 1002.55(3)(c)1. and
1002. 63(5), each public school and private prekindergarten

provi der nust have, for each prekindergarten class, at |east

one prekindergarten instructor who:

(a) Is a certified teacher:; or
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(b) Holds one of the educational credentials specified
in s. 1002.55(4)(a) or (b).

As used in this subsection, the term"certified teacher" neans

a teacher holding a valid Florida educator certificate under

s. 1012.56 who has the qualifications required by the district

school board to instruct students in the summer

preki ndergarten program_1In selecting instructional staff for

t he summer preki ndergarten program each school district shal

give priority to teachers who have experience or coursework in

early chil dhood education

(5) Each prekindergarten instructor enployed by a

public school or private prekindergarten provider delivering

t he summer preki ndergarten program nust be of good noral

character, nust be screened using the level 2 screening

standards in s. 435.04 before enploynent and rescreened at

| east once every 5 years, nust be denied enploynent or

terminated if required under s. 435.06, and nust not be

ineligible to teach in a public school because his or her

educator certificate is suspended or revoked. This subsection

does not supersede enploynent requirenents for instructional

personnel in public schools which are nore stringent than the

requi renents of this subsection
(6) Notwithstanding ss. 1002.55(3)(e) and 1002.63(7),

each prekindergarten class in the sumer prekindergarten

program regardl ess of whether the class is a public school's

or _private prekindergarten provider's class, nust be conposed

of at |l east 4 students but may not exceed 10 students. In

order to protect the health and safety of students, each

public school or private prekindergarten provider nust also

provi de appropriate adult supervision for students at al
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tinmes. This subsection does not supersede any requirenent

i nposed on _a provider under ss. 402.301-402.319.

(7) Each public school delivering the sunmer

pr eki ndergarten program nust al so

(a) Reqgister with the early learning coalition on

forns prescribed by the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation; and

(b) Deliver the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

Programin accordance with this part.

1002. 63 School -year prekindergarten programdelivered

by public schools. --

(1) Each school district eligible under subsection (4)

may _adm nister the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program

at the district level for students enrolled under_s.

1002.53(3)(c) in a school -year prekindergarten program

deli vered by a public school

(2) Each school -year prekindergarten programdelivered

by a public school nust conprise at |east 540 instructiona

hours.

(3) The district school board of each school district

eligi bl e under subsection (4) shall deternine which public

schools in the district are eligible to deliver the

pr eki ndergarten program during the school year

(4) To be eligible to deliver the prekindergarten

program during the school year, each school district nust neet

both of the followi ng requirenents:

(a) The district school board nust certify to the

State Board of Education that the school district:

1. Has reduced the average class size in each

classroomin accordance with s. 1003.03 and the schedule in s.
1(a), Art. I X of the State Constitution; and
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2. Has sufficient satisfactory educational facilities

and capital outlay funds to continue reducing the average

class size in each classroomin the district's elenentary

school s for each vear in accordance with the schedule for

cl ass-size reduction and to achieve full conpliance with the

maxi numclass sizes in s. 1(a), Art. I X of the State

Constitution by the beqinning of the 2010-2011 school year.

(b) The Commi ssioner of Education nust certify to the

State Board of Education that the departnent has reviewed the

school district's educational facilities, capital outlay

funds, and projected student enroll nent and concurs with the

district school board' s certification under paragraph (a).

(5) Each public school nust have, for each

preki ndergarten class, at | east one prekindergarten instructor

who neets each requirenent in s. 1002.55(3)(c) for a

preki ndergarten instructor of a private prekindergarten

provider.
(6) Each prekindergarten instructor enployed by a

public school delivering the school -year prekindergarten

program nust be of good nobral character, nust be screened

using the level 2 screening standards in s. 435.04 before

enpl oynent _and rescreened at | east once every 5 vears, nust be

deni ed enploynent or termnated if required under s. 435.06,

and nust not be ineligible to teach in a public school because

his or her educator certificate is suspended or revoked. This

subsection does not supersede enpl oynent requirenents for

instructional personnel in public schools which are nore

stringent than the requirenents of this subsection.

(7) Each prekindergarten class in a public schoo

delivering the school -year prekindergarten program nust be

conmposed of at least 4 students but may not exceed 18
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students. In order to protect the health and safety of

students, each school nust al so provide appropriate adult

supervision for students at all tines.

(8) Each public school delivering the school-year

pr eki ndergarten program nust:

(a) Reqgister with the early learning coalition on

forns prescribed by the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation; and

(b) Deliver the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

Programin accordance with this part.

1002. 65 Professional credentials of prekindergarten

instructors; aspirational goals; legislative intent.--

(1) The Legislature recognizes that there is a strong

relationship between the skills and preparation of

preki ndergarten instructors and the educational outcones of

students in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program

(2) To inprove these educational outcones, the

Legi slature intends that all prekindergarten instructors wl|

continue to inprove their skills and preparation through

education and training, so that the follow ng aspirational

goals will be achieved:
(a) By the 2010-2011 school year
1. Each preki ndergarten class will have at | east one

preki ndergarten i nstructor who holds an associate's or_ higher

degree in the field of early childhood education or child

devel opnent; and

2. For each prekindergarten cl ass conposed of 11 or

nore students, in addition to a prekindergarten instructor who

neets the requirenents of subparagraph 1., the class will have

at | east one prekindergarten instructor who neets the
requi renments of s. 1002.55(3)(c).
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(b) By the 2013-2014 school year, each prekindergarten

class will have at | east one prekindergarten instructor who

hol ds a bachelor's or higher degree in the field of early

chi |l dhood education or child devel opnent.

1002. 67 Perfornance standards; curricula and

accountability.--
(1) By April 1, 2005, the departnment shall devel op and

adopt performance standards for students in the Voluntary

Pr eki ndergarten Education Program The perfornmance standards

nmust address the age-appropriate progress of students in the

devel opnent of:

(a) The capabilities, capacities, and skills required
under s. 1(b), Art. I X of the State Constitution; and

(b) Energent literacy skills, including ora

comuni cation, know edge of print and letters, phonenic and

phonol ogi cal awar eness, and vocabul ary and conprehensi on

devel opnent.

(2)(a) Each private prekindergarten provider and

public school may select or design the curriculumthat the

provi der _or school uses to inplenent the Voluntary

Pr eki ndergarten Education Program except as otherw se

required for a provider or school that is placed on probation

under paragraph (3)(c).

(b) Each private prekindergarten provider's and public

school's curriculum nust be devel opnentally appropriate and

nmust :
1. Be designed to prepare a student for early

literacy;
2. Enhance the age-appropriate progress of students in

attaining the perfornmance standards adopted by the departnment

under subsection (1): and
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3. Prepare students to be ready for kindergarten based

upon the statew de ki ndergarten screening adm ni stered under
s. 1002. 69.

(c) The departnent shall review and approve curricula

for use by private prekindergarten providers and public

school s that are placed on probation under paragraph (3)(c).

The departnent shall nmaintain a list of the curricula approved

under this paragraph. Each approved curriculum nust neet the

requi renents of paragraph (b).

(3)(a) Each early learning coalition shall verify that

each private prekindergarten provider delivering the Voluntary

Pr eki ndergarten Education Programwi thin the coalition's

county or nulticounty reqgion conplies with this part. Each

district school board shall verify that each public school

delivering the programw thin the school district conplies

with this part.

(b) If a private prekindergarten provider or public

school fails or refuses to comply with this part, or if a

provi der _or school engages in misconduct, the Agency for

Wor kf orce I nnovation shall require the early | earning

coalition to renove the provider, and the Departnment of

Education shall require the school district to renpve the

school, fromeligibility to deliver the Voluntary

Pr eki ndergarten Education Program and receive state funds

under this part.

(c) 1. I|f the kindergarten readiness rate of a private

pr eki ndergarten provider or public school falls bel ow the

mninmumrate adopted by the State Board of Education as

satisfactory under s. 1002.69(6), the early learning coalition

or_school district, as applicable, shall require the provider

or _school to subnmit an inprovenent plan for approval by the
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coalition or school district, as applicable, and to inplenment

the pl an.
2. If a private prekindergarten provider or public

school fails to nmeet the nmininumrate adopted by the State

Board of Education as satisfactory under s. 1002.69(6) for 2

consecutive vears, the early learning coalition or schoo

district, as applicable, shall place the provider or school on

probati on and nust require the provider or school to take

certain corrective actions, including the use of a curriculum

approved by the departnent under paragraph (2)(c).

3. A private prekindergarten provider or public school

that is placed on probation must continue the corrective

actions required under subparagraph 2., including the use of a

curriculum approved by the departnent, until the provider or

school neets the mninumrate adopted by the State Board of

Education as satisfactory under_s. 1002.69(6).

4. If a private prekindergarten provider or public

school renmins on probation for 2 consecutive years and fails

to neet the mnimumrate adopted by the State Board of

Education as satisfactory under s. 1002.69(6), the Agency for

Wor kf orce I nnovation shall require the early | earning

coalition or the Departnent of Education shall require the

school district, as applicable, to renove the provider or

school fromeliqgibility to deliver the Voluntary

Pr eki ndergarten Education Program and receive state funds for

t he program

(d) Each early learning coalition, the Agency for

Wor kf orce I nnovation, and the departnent shall coordinate with

the Child Care Services Program Ofice of the Departnment of

Children and Fanmily Services to nminimze interagency

duplication of activities for npnitoring private
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preki ndergarten providers for conpliance with requirenents of

t he Vol untary Prekindergarten Educati on Program under this

part, the school readi ness progranms under s. 411.01, and the
licensing of providers under ss. 402.301-402.319

1002. 69 Statewi de kindergarten screeni ng; kindergarten

readi ness rates. --

(1) The departnent shall adopt a statew de

Ki ndergarten screening that assesses the readi ness of each

student for Kkindergarten based upon the perfornmance standards
adopted by the departnent under s. 1002.67(1) for the

Vol untary Prekindergarten Education Program The departnment

shall require that each school district adninister the

statewi de ki ndergarten screening to each kindergarten student

in the school district within the first 30 school days of each

school vear

(2) The statew de kindergarten screening shall provide

obj ective data concerning each student's readi ness for

Ki ndergarten and progress in attaining the perfornance
st andards adopted by the departnent under s. 1002.67(1).

(3) The statew de kindergarten screeni ng shal

i ncorporate nechanisns for recoqgni zing potential variations in

Ki ndergarten readi ness rates for students with disabilities.

(4) Each parent who enrolls his or her child in the

Vol untary Prekindergarten Education Program nust submt the

child for the statew de kindergarten screening, regardl ess of

whet her the child is adnitted to kindergarten in a public

school or nonpublic school. Each school district shal

designate sites to admi nister the statew de ki ndergarten

screening for children adnmitted to kindergarten in a nonpublic

school
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(5) The State Board of Education shall adopt

procedures for the departnent to annually cal cul ate each

private prekindergarten provider's and public school's

Ki ndergarten readi ness rate, which nust be expressed as the

percentage of the provider's or school's students who are

assessed as ready for kindergarten. The kindergarten readi ness

rates nust be based exclusively upon the results of the

st atewi de ki ndergarten screening for students conpleting the

Vol untary Prekindergarten Education Program beginning with

students conpleting the programduring the 2005-2006 school

year who are adnministered the statew de ki ndergarten screening

during the 2006-2007 school vear. The rates nust not include

students who are not adninistered the statew de ki ndergarten

screeni ng.
(6)(a) The State Board of Education shall periodically

adopt a minimum ki ndergarten readiness rate that, if achi eved

by a private prekindergarten provider or public school, would

denonstrate the provider's or school's satisfactory delivery

of the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program

(b) The minimumrate must not exceed the rate at which

nore than 15 percent of the kindergarten readi ness rates of

all private prekindergarten providers and public schools

delivering the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Programin

the state would fall below the mninumrate.

1002. 71 Funding; financial and attendance reporting.--

(1) Funds appropriated for the Voluntary

Pr eki ndergarten Education Program may be used only for the

programin accordance with this part. If the student

enrollnent in the programfor a fiscal year exceeds the

estimated enroll nent _upon which the appropriation for that

fiscal vear is provided, thereby causing a shortfall, funds
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appropriated to the program for the subsequent fiscal year

must be used first to fund the shortfall.

(2) A full-tine equivalent student in the Voluntary

Pr eki ndergarten Education Program shall be cal cul ated as

foll ows:

(a) For a student in a school -year prekindergarten

program delivered by a private prekindergarten provider: 540

i nstructional hours.

(b) For a student in a summer_ prekindergarten program

delivered by a public school or private prekindergarten

provi der: 300 instructional hours.

(c) For a student in a school -year prekindergarten

program deli vered by a public school: 540 instructional hours.

Except as provided in subsection (4), a student nay not be

reported for funding purposes as nore than one full-tine

equi val ent _student.

(3)(a) The base student allocation per full-tine

equi val ent _student in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

Program shall be provided in the General Appropriations Act

and shall be equal for each student, regardl ess of whether the

student is enrolled in a school-year prekindergarten program

delivered by a private prekindergarten provider, a sunmer

pr eki ndergarten program delivered by a public school or

private prekindergarten provider, or a school-year

pr eki ndergarten programdelivered by a public school

(b) Each county's allocation per full-tine equival ent

student in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program

shall be calculated annually by nmultiplying the base student

al location provided in the General Appropriations Act by the

county's district cost differential provided in s. 1011.62(2).
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Each private prekindergarten provider and public school shal

be paid in accordance with the county's allocation per

full-tine equival ent student.
(4 Notwithstanding s. 1002.53(3) and subsection (2):
(a) A child who, for any of the prekindergarten

prograns listed in s. 1002.53(3), has not conpleted nore than

10 percent of the hours authorized to be reported for funding

under subsection (2) may withdraw fromthe program for good

cause, reenroll in one of the prograns, and be reported for

fundi ng purposes as a full-tine equivalent student in the

program for which the child is reenrolled.

(b) A child who has not substantially conpleted any of

t he prekindergarten prograns listed in s. 1002.53(3) may

withdraw fromthe programdue to an extrene hardship that is

beyond the child's or parent's control, reenroll in one of the

prograns, and be reported for funding purposes as a full-tine

equi val ent _student in the programfor which the child is

reenrol | ed.

A child may reenroll only once in a prekindergarten program

under this section. A child who reenrolls in a prekindergarten

program under this subsection may not subsequently w thdraw

fromthe program and reenroll. The Agency for Wrkforce

| nhovation shall establish criteria specifying whether a good

cause exists for a child to withdraw from a program under

paragraph (a), whether a child has substantially conpleted a

program under paragraph (b), and whether an extrene hardship

exists which is beyond the child's or parent's control under

par agraph (b).

(5)(a) Each early learning coalition shall maintain

t hrough the single point of entry established under s. 411.01
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a current database of the students enrolled in the Voluntary

Pr eki ndergarten Education Program for each county within the

coalition's region

(b) The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation shall adopt

procedures for the payment of private prekindergarten

provi ders and public schools delivering the Voluntary

Pr eki ndergarten Education Program The procedures shal

provi de for the advance paynent of providers and school s based

upon student enrollnent in the program the certification of

student attendance, and the reconciliation of advance paynents

in accordance with the uniform attendance policy adopted under

paragraph (6)(d). The procedures shall provide for the nonthly

distribution of funds by the Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation

to the early learning coalitions for payment by the coalitions

to private prekindergarten providers and public schools. The

departnent shall transfer to the Agency for Wrkforce

| nhovation at | east once each quarter the funds available for

paynent to private prekindergarten providers and public

schools in accordance with this paragraph fromthe funds

appropriated for that purpose.

(6)(a) Each parent enrolling his or her child in the

Vol untary Prekindergarten Education Program nmust agree to

comply with the attendance policy of the private

preki ndergarten provider or district school board, as

applicable. Upon enrollnent of the child, the private

pr eki ndergarten provider or public school, as applicable, nust

provide the child's parent with a copy of the provider's or

school district's attendance policy, as applicable.

(b) 1. Each private prekindergarten provider's and

district school board' s attendance policy nust require the

parent of each student in the Voluntary Prekindergarten
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Education Programto verify, each nonth, the student's

attendance on the prior nmonth's certified student attendance.

2. The parent nust submt the verification of the

student's attendance to the private prekindergarten provider

or _public school on forns prescribed by the Agency for

Wor kf orce I nnovation. The fornms nust include, in addition to

the verification of the student's attendance, a certification

in substantially the following form that the parent continues

to choose the private prekindergarten provider or public

school in accordance with s. 1002.53 and directs that paynents

for the programbe nade to the provider or school:

VERI FI CATI ON OF STUDENT' S ATTENDANCE
AND CERTI FI CATI ON OF PARENTAL CHAO CE

|, . . . (Nane of Parent) . . . ., swear (or affirm that ny
child, . . . (Nane of Student) . . . |, attended the Voluntary

Pr eki ndergarten Education Programon the days |isted above and

certify that | continue to choose . . . (Nane of Provider or

School) . . . to deliver the programfor ny child and direct

t hat program funds be paid to the provider or school for ny
chil d.

(Si gnature of Parent)
( Dat e)

3. The private prekindergarten provider or public

school nust keep each original signed formfor at least 2

yvears. Each private prekindergarten provider nust permt the

early learning coalition, and each public school nust permnit

the school district, to inspect the original signed forns

during normal business hours. The Agency for Whrkforce
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| nhovation shall adopt procedures for early | earning

coalitions and school districts to review the original signed

forns against the certified student attendance. The review

procedures shall provide for the use of selective inspection

t echni ques, including, but not linmted to, random sampling.

Each early learning coalition and school district nust conply

with the review procedures.

(c) A private prekindergarten provider or school

district, as applicable, may disn ss a student who does not

comply with the provider's or district's attendance policy. A

student disnissed under this paragraph is not renoved fromthe

Vol untary Prekindergarten Education Program and nay continue

in the programthrough reenroll nent with another private

pr eki ndergarten provider or public school. Notw thstanding s.

1002.53(6)(b), a school district is not required to provide

for the adnission of a student disn ssed under this paragraph.

(d)  The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation shall adopt,

for funding purposes, a uniformattendance policy for the

Vol untary Prekindergarten Education Program The attendance

policy nust apply statewide and apply equally to all private

pr eki ndergarten providers and public schools. The attendance

policy nust establish a mninmumrequirenent for student

attendance and include the foll owi ng provisions:

1. A student who neets the mininmumrequirenment nmay be

reported as a full-tinme equival ent student for funding

ur poses.

2. A student who does not neet the mninumrequirenent

may be reported only as a fractional part of a full-tine

equi val ent student, reduced pro rata based on the student's

att endance.
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3. A student who does not neet the mninumrequirenent

may be reported as a full-tine equivalent student if the

student is absent for good cause in accordance with exceptions

specified in the uniformattendance policy.

The uni form attendance policy shall be used only for funding

pur poses and does not prohibit a private prekindergarten

provi der _or public school from adopting and enforcing its

attendance policy under paragraphs (a) and (c).

(7) The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation shall require

that administrative expenditures be kept to the mni mum

necessary for efficient and effective adninistration of the

Vol untary Preki ndergarten Education Program Each early

learning coalition may retain and expend no nore than 5

percent of the funds paid by the coalition to private

preki ndergarten providers and public schools under paragraph

(5)(b). Funds retained by an early learning coalition under

this subsection may be used only for adm nistering the

Vol untary Prekindergarten Education Program and nay not be

used for the school readi ness program or other prograns.

(8) Except as otherwi se expressly authorized by law, a

private prekindergarten provider or public school nmay not:

(a) Require paynent of a fee or charge for services

provided for a child enrolled in the Voluntary Prekindergarten

Education Programduring a period reported for funding

pur poses; or

(b) Require a child to enroll for, or require the

paynent of any fee or charge for, supplenental services as a

condition of admitting a child for enrollnent in the Voluntary

Pr eki ndergarten Education Program
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(9) A parent is responsible for the transportation of

his or her child to and fromthe Voluntary Prekindergarten

Education Program regardl ess of whether the programis

delivered by a private prekindergarten provider or a public

school . However, a provider or school may use part of the

funds it is paid under paragraph (5)(b) for transporting

students to and fromthe program A student enrolled in the

Vol untary Prekindergarten Education Program nay nhot be

reported under s. 1011.68 for student transportation funds.

1002. 73 Departnent of Education; powers and duties;

accountability requirenents. --

(1) The departnent shall admi nister the accountability

requi renents of the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

Program at the state |evel

(2) The departnent shall adopt procedures for the

depart nent's:

(a) Approval of prekindergarten director credentials
under ss. 1002.55 and 1002. 57.

(b) Approval of energent literacy training courses
under ss. 1002.55 and 1002. 59.

(c) Certification of school districts that are

eligible to deliver the school -year prekindergarten program
under s. 1002.63.

(d) Administration of the statew de kindergarten

screeni ng and cal cul ati on of kindergarten readi ness rates
under s. 1002.69.

(3) Except as provided by |aw, the departnent nay not

i npose requirenents on a private prekindergarten provider that

does not deliver the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

Program or receive state funds under this part.
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1002. 75 Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation; powers and

duties:; operational requirenents.--

(1) The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation shal

adm ni ster the operational requirenents of the Voluntary

Pr eki ndergarten Education Programat the state | evel

(2) The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation shall adopt

procedures governing the adninistration of the Voluntary

Pr eki ndergarten Education Programby the early | earning

coalitions and school districts for

(a) Enrolling children in and determnining the

eligibility of children for the Voluntary Prekindergarten

Educati on Program under s. 1002.53.

(b) Providing parents with profiles of private

pr eki ndergarten providers and public schools under s. 1002.53.

(c) Reqistering private prekindergarten providers and

public schools to deliver the programunder ss. 1002.55,
1002.61, and 1002.63.
(d) Determning the eligibility of private

preki ndergarten providers to deliver the program under_ ss.
1002.55 and 1002.61

(e) Verifying the conpliance of private

pr eki ndergarten providers and public schools and renpving

providers or schools fromeligibility to deliver the program

due to nonconpliance or m sconduct as provided in s. 1002.67.

(f) Paying private prekindergarten providers and

public schools under s. 1002.71

(g) Docunenting and certifying student enroll nent and

student attendance under s. 1002.71.

(h) Reconciling advance paynents in accordance with

the uni form attendance policy under s. 1002.71.
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(i) Reenrolling students disnissed by a private

pr eki ndergarten provider or public school for nonconpliance

with the provider's or school district's attendance policy
under s. 1002.71.
(3) The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation shall adopt,

in consultation with and subject to approval by the

departnent, procedures governing the adnministration of the

Vol untary Prekindergarten Education Programby the early

learning coalitions and school districts for

(a)  Approving inprovenment plans of private

pr eki ndergarten providers and public schools under s. 1002.67.

(b) Placing private prekindergarten providers and

public schools on probation and requiring corrective actions
under s. 1002.67.

(c) Renpving a private prekindergarten provider or

public school fromeligibility to deliver the programdue to

the provider's or school's remmining on probation beyond the
tinme pernmitted under s. 1002.67.

(4) The Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation shall also

adopt procedures for the agency's distribution of funds to

early learning coalitions under s. 1002.71.

(5) Except as provided by |law, the Agency for

Wor kf orce I nnovation may not inpose requirements on a private

pr eki ndergarten provider or public school that does not

deliver the Voluntary Prekindergarten Educati on Program or

receive state funds under this part.
1002.77 Florida Early Learning Advisory Council.--

(1) There is created the Florida Early Learning

Advi sory Council within the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation.

The purpose of the advisory council is to subnit

recommendations to the departnent and the Agency for Wrkforce
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| nhovation on the early learning policy of this state,

i ncluding recommendations relating to adninistration of the

Vol untary Prekindergarten Education Programunder this part

and the school readi ness prograns under s. 411.01

(2) The advisory council shall be conposed of the

foll owi ng nenbers:

(a) The chair of the advisory council who shall be

appoi nted by and serve at the pleasure of the Governor

(b) The chair of each early learning coalition

(c) One nenber who shall be appointed by and serve at

t he pleasure of the President of the Senate.

(d) One nenber who shall be appointed by and serve at

t he pl easure of the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

The chair of the advisory council appointed by the Governor

and the nenbers appointed by the presiding officers of the

Legi sl ature nust each have a background in early | earning.

(3) The advisory council shall neet at |east quarterly

but nay neet as often as necessary to carry out its duties and

responsibilities.

(4)(a) Each nenber of the advisory council shall serve

wi t hout conpensation but is entitled to receive reinbursenent

for per diemand travel expenses for attendance at counci

neetings as provided in s. 112.061.

(b) Each menber of the advisory council is subject to

the ethics provisions in part 111 of chapter 112

(c) For purposes of tort liability, each nenber of the

advi sory council shall be governed by s. 768.28.

(5) The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation shall provide

staff and administrative support for the advisory council
1002.79 Rul eneki ng authority.--
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(1) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules
under ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to adnminister the provisions

of this part conferring duties upon the departnent.

(2) The Agency for Workforce Innovation shall adopt
rul es under ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to administer the
provisions of this part conferring duties upon the agency.

Section 2. Section 411.01, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:

411. 01 Hor+da—+Partnershtp—For School readi ness
prograns; early |earni ng sehoot—+eatdiress coalitions.--

(1) SHORT TITLE.--This section nay be cited as the
"School Readi ness Act."

(2) LEQ SLATI VE | NTENT. - -

(a) The Legislature recognizes that school readiness

prograns increase children's chances of achieving future
educati onal success and becom ng productive nenbers of
society. It is the intent of the Legislature that the stech
prograns be devel opnental |y appropriate, research-based,
i nvolve parents as their child' s first teacher, serve as
preventive neasures for children at risk of future schoo
failure, enhance the educational readiness of eligible
children, and support fam |y education. Each school readiness
program shal |l provide the el ements necessary to prepare
at-risk children for school, including health screening and
referral and an appropriate educati onal program

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature that schoo
readi ness prograns be operated on a full-day, year-round basis
to the maxi num extent possible to enable parents to work and
becone financially self-sufficient.

(c) It is the intent of the Legislature that schoo

readi ness prograns not exist as isolated prograns, but build

38

CODI NG Words strtekernr are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o o b~ W DN PP

W W N NNMNRNDNDNRNNNRNIERRRRRR R R B R
B O © ® ~N O U0 b W NP O © ® ~N O 0 W N B O

23-161H-05

upon existing services and work in cooperation with other
prograns for young children, and that school readiness
prograns be coordi nat ed anrd—funding—integrated to achi eve ful
ef f ectiveness.

(d) It is the intent of the Legislature that the
adm ni strative staff at the state |level for school readiness
prograns be kept to the m ninum necessary to adnini ster earty
ottt the duties of the Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation Hoerrda

Partrershitp—For—School—Reatifess, as the school readi ness
progranms are to be regionally teeaty designed, operated, and
managed, with the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation Herdga

it hoof i Bt :
reastng—sehoot—reatiness— devel opi ng school readi ness
program performance standards and; outcone neasures
reastrerents—ant—data—destgn—and—+evtew- and approvi ng and
reviewing early learning coalitions and teeal school readiness
coaHti+ons—and pl ans.

(e) It is the intent of the Legislature that

appropriations for conbined school readi ness prograns shal
not be less than the progranms would receive in any fiscal year
on an unconbi ned basi s.

(f) It is the intent of the Legislature that the
school readi ness program coordi nate and operate in conjunction
with the district school systenms. However, it is also the
intent of the Legislature that the school readi ness program
not be construed as part of the systemof free public schools
but rather as a separate program for children under the age of
ki ndergarten eligibility, funded separately fromthe system of
free public schools, utilizing a mandatory sliding fee scale,

and providing an integrated and seam ess system of schoo
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readi ness services for the state's birth-to-kindergarten
popul ati on.

(g) It is the intent of the Legislature that the
federal child care incone tax credit be preserved for schoo
readi ness prograns.

(h) It is the intent of the Legislature that schoo
readi ness services shall be an integrated and seam ess system
of services with a devel opnental |y appropriate education
component for the state's eligible birth-to-kindergarten
popul ati on described in subsection (6) and shall not be
construed as part of the seam ess K-20 education system except
: I i . el e .

(3) PARENTAL PARTI ClI PATION I N SCHOOL READI NESS

PROGRAMS PREGRAM - -
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1 thy—Nething—eontained—n This section does not aet—+=5

2| intended—to:

3 (a)*- Relieve parents and guardi ans of their own

4| obligations to prepare +teady their children for school; or

5 (b)2- Create any obligation to provide publicly funded
6| school readiness prograns or services beyond those authorized
7| by the Legislature.

8 (4) AGENCY FOR WORKFORCE | NNOVATI ON F=ERHBA

9| PARFNERSHHPFOR-SCHOSL—REABHNESS. - -
10 (a) The Agency for Wrkforce Innovation shall Heti+da
11| Partnership—for—Sehool—Reatdiness—was—ereated—to—futiH—three
12| mejor—purposes—+to adm ni ster school readiness prograns at the
13| state level and shall programservieces—that—helpparents
14| prepare—eHgitbte—ehitdren—+or—sehool—to coordinate the early
15| learning coalitions in providi ng previston—oef school readiness
16| services on a full-day, full-year, full-choice basis to the
17| extent possible in order to enable parents to work and be
18| financially self-sufficient—angd—to—estabtHsh—a—uniform
19 C "“G i e O0—10€ i P et et——0 Ae—bepa B

26 (b) The Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation Hett+da

27| Partnershipftor—School—Reatdiness shal |

28 1. Coordinate the birth-to-kindergarten services for
29| children who are eligible under purstant—to subsection (6) and
30| the programmatic, admi nistrative, and fiscal standards under
31
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purstant—to this section for all public providers of school
r eadi ness prograns.

2. Continue to provide unified | eadership for school
readi ness through early | earni ng teecat—school—+eadiness

coalitions.

3. Focus on inproving the educational quality of all

publicly funded school readi ness prograns.
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1 " I . b . .
2| ei+rector—who—shatH—serve—at—thepteasure—of—the—Covernor—Fthe
3 . i b : I et . I i
4| her—by—the—partnershi-p—TFhe—executive—ei+rector—shatH—be
5 et Bt o I ottt
6| partnership—at—enptoyees—and—statt—renberss—who—shat—serve
7| uwnrtder—his—or—her—di+rection—ant—econt+ot—

8 (c)t+> For purposes of admi nistration of the federa
9| Child Care and Devel oprment Fund, 45 C.F. R parts 98 and 99

10| the Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation partnership may be

11| designated by the Governor as the | ead agency; and_ if so

12| designated, shall conply with the | ead agency responsibilities

13| under purstant—to federal | aw

14 (d) ) The Agency for Workforce |Innovation Heti+da

15| Partnership—for—Sehool—Reatdiness—+s—theprincipal—organtzation

16| responsible—+for—the—enhancenrent—of—school—readiness—for—the

17| states—ehitdren—and shal |

18 1. Be responsible for the prudent use of all public

19| and private funds in accordance with all |egal and contractua

20| requirenents.

21 2. Provide final approval and periodic review of early

22| learning coalitions and school readiness plans.

23 3. Provide | eadership for the enhancenment of schoo

24| readiness in this state by aggressively establishing a unified

25| approach to the state's efforts toward enhancenent of schoo

26| readiness. In support of this effort, the Agency for Wrkforce

27| lnnovati on partnership may devel op and i npl enent specific

28| strategies that address the state's school readi ness prograns.

29 4., Safeguard the effective use of federal, state,

30| local, and private resources to achieve the highest possible

31
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| evel of school readiness for the state~s children in this
st ate.

5. Provi de technical assistance to early | earning

coalitions.
6. Assess gaps in service.
7. Provide technical assistance to counties that form

a multicounty region served by an early learning coalition

8.9+~ Develop and adopt performance standards and

out cone neasures for school readiness prograns. The

per f ormance standards must address the age-appropriate

progress of children in the devel opnent of the school

readi ness skills required under paragraph (j). The performance

standards for children frombirth to 3 years of age in schoo
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readi ness prograns _nust be inteqgrated with the perfornance

st andards adopted by the Departnent of Education for children

in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program under_s.
1002. 67.

(e)ft¥> The Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation partnership
may adopt rules under ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 necessary to

adm ni ster the provisions of |law conferring duties upon the
agency, including, but not limted this—seetionr—which+elate
to, rules governing the preparation preparing and

i npl enentation of tnpterent+ng the systemfor school readi ness
system the collection of eeHeeting data, the approval of

early | earni ng approvingtoeca—school—readiness coalitions and
school readiness plans, the provision of previding a nethod

whereby an early learning & coalition may €an serve two or

nmore counties, the award of awareing incentives to early

learning coalitions, and the issuance of +ssting waivers.
(f)fH The Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation Horda

Partnership—For—Sehool—Reatiness shall have all powers
necessary to adm ni ster earry—out—the—purposes—of this

section, including, but not limted to, the power to receive

and accept grants, |oans, or advances of funds fromany public
or private agency and to receive and accept from any source
contributions of noney, property, |abor, or any other thing of
val ue, to be held, used, and applied for the purposes of this
section.

(g)  Except as provided by |law, the Agency for

Wor kf orce I nnovation nay not inmpose requirenents on a child

care or _early childhood education provider that does not

deli ver services under a school readi ness programor receive

state or federal funds under this section
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1 (hY M The Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation Heti+da

2| Partnership—For—Schoot—Readiness shall have a budget for the
3| school readiness system which andgd shall be financed through
4| an annual appropriation nade for purposes of this section

5] purpoese in the General Appropriations Act.

6 (i)t The Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation partrership
7| shall coordinate the efforts toward school readiness in this
8| state and provi de i ndependent policy anal yses and

9 recommendations to the Governor, the State Board of Education
10| and the Legislature.

11 (j)fe)r The Agency for Wrkforce Innovation shal

12| require that each early learning coalition' s Fhre—partnership
13| shatH——prepare—antd—submt—to—the—State Board—of—FEducation—=a

14| systemfor—reastur+ng school readi ness program—Fhe—system

15| nust, at a mninmum enhance the age-appropriate progress of
16| each child in the devel opnent of +netuwde—a—uni-form-sereentng
17| whitch—shatHt—provide—objectivedata—regarding the foll ow ng

18| expectattons—For school readi ness skills whitch—shatH—netude-
19| at—a—rtum

20 +—Fhe—ehitas—+rmuntzattons—and—other—heatth

21| regtitrerents—as—hecessary—+netutinrg—approprate—viston—and
22| heartng—screentng—and—examnattons—

23 2—Fhe—chttd—s—physteal—devetoprent—

24 1.3+ Fhe—<chttds Conpliance with rules, limtations,
25| and routi nes.

26 2.4~ Fhe—<chittds Ability to performtasks.

27 3.5~ Fhe—<ehitd-s Interactions with adults.

28 4.6+~ Fhe—<chitd s Interactions with peers.

29 5. %+ Fhe—<chttds Ability to cope with chall enges.

30 6.8~ Fhe—<chitds Self-help skills.

31
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7.9~ TFhe—<chttds Ability to express the child s hts—o+
ke+ needs.

8. 0+~ TFhe—ehiH+d—s Verbal conmunication skills.
.- Fhe—<chitd—s Problemsol ving skills.
.2~ Fhe—-chttds Foll owi ng of verbal directions.

1. 33—~ “Fhe—ehitd—s Denonstration of curiosity,

I—‘|©
o

persi stence, and expl oratory behavi or.

12. ¥4~ Fhe—<chitd s Interest in books and other printed
materi al s.

13. 35~ Fhe—<chitds Paying attention to stories.

14. 36~ Fhe—<chitds Participation in art and nusic
activities.

15. 3+ Fhe—<chitd s Ability to identify col ors,
geonetric shapes, letters of the al phabet, nunbers, and

spatial and tenporal rel ationships.

The Agency for Whrkforce I nnovation shall also require that,

before a child is enrolled in an early learning coalition's

school readiness program the coalition nmust ensure that

infornmation is obtained by the coalition or the school

readi ness provider regarding the child's inmunizations,

physi cal devel opnent, and other health requirenents as

necessary, including appropriate vision and hearing screening

and exani nati ons.

tpy—Fhe—rpartnership—shatH—prepare—a—ptan—ior
o . I : . hool i .
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" et L it .
di Sabiliti es.

(K)€er The Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation partrership

shal | conduct studies and planning activities related to the

overal | inprovenent and effectiveness of the outcone schoot
readihess neasures adopted by the agency for school readiness

prograns.
(1) The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation shall nonitor

and eval uate the performance of each early learning coalition

in adninistering the school readiness program inplenenting

the coalition's school readiness plan, and adninistering the

Vol untary Prekindergarten Education Program These nonitoring

and performance eval uations nust include, at a mninum onsite

nmoni toring of each coalition's finances, managenent,

operations, and prograns.

(M _ The Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation shall identify

best practices of early learning coalitions in order to

i nprove the outcones of school readi ness prograns.

shall submt an annual report of its activities conducted

under this section to the Governor, the executive director of
the Florida Healthy Kids Corporation, the President of the

Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the

mnority | eaders of both houses of the Legislature. In
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addition, the Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation's partnership—=s

reports and reconmendati ons shall be nmade available to the

State Board of Education, the Florida Early Learning Advisory

Council, other appropriate state agencies and entities,
di strict school boards, central agencies for—ehttd—eare, and

county health departments. The annual report nust provide an

anal ysis of school readiness activities across the state,

i ncludi ng the nunber of children who were served in the

progr ans ant—the—nurber—of—ehttdren—who—were—ready—for—school-.
(o)t The Agency for Workforce |Innovation partrership

shall work with the early |earning seheot—+eatiness coalitions

to increase parents' training for and involvenent in their

children's preschool education and to provide famly literacy

activities and prograns.

(5) CREATION OF EARLY LEARNI NG SEHOoE—REABHNESS

CQALI TI ONS. - -
(a) Early |earning School—+eatiness coalitions.--

1. The Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation shall establish

the m ni rum nunber of children to be served by each early

|l earning coalition through the coalition's school readiness

program The Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation may only approve

school readiness plans in accordance with this m ni mum nunber
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The m ni rum nunber nust be uniformfor every early |earning

coalition and nust:

a. Pernmit 30 or fewer coalitions to be established;

and

b. Require each coalition to serve at least 2,000

children based upon the average nunber of all children served

per nmonth through the coalition's school readi ness program

during the previous 12 nonths.

The Agency for Whrkforce | nnovation shall adopt procedures for

nerging early learning coalitions, including procedures for

the consolidation of nerqging coalitions, and for the early

termination of the terns of coalition menbers which are

necessary to acconplish the nergers. Each early | earning

coalition nust conply with the nerqger procedures and shall be

organi zed in accordance with this subparagraph by April 1,

2005. By June 30, 2005, each coalition nust conplete the

transfer of powers, duties, functions, rules, records,

personnel, property, and unexpended bal ances of

appropriations, allocations, and other funds to the successor

coalition, if applicable.

2.4 If an early learning coalition aeeoaHtton—s—ptan
woul d serve fewer tress—than—+4060—btrth—to-—Kkindergarten—age

children than the nmi ni mum nunber established under

subparagraph 1., the coalition nust nerge etrther—oif with
anot her county to forma nulticounty coalition. However, the

Agency for Wirkforce I nnovation nmay authorize an early

learning coalition to serve fewer children than the m ni mum

nunber established under subparagraph 1., if:

a. The coalition denpbnstrates to the Agency for

Wor kf orce I nnovation that nerging with another county or
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1| nulticounty region contiguous to the coalition would cause an
2| extrene hardship on the coalition

3 b. The Agency for Wrkforce Innovation has determ ned
4] during the nost recent annual review of the coalition's schoo
5| readiness plan, or through nonitoring and performance

6| eval uati ons conducted under paragraph (4)(l), that the

7| coalition has substantially inplenented its plan and

8| substantially nmet the performance standards and outcone

9| neasures adopted by the agency; and
10 C. The coalition denpnstrates to the Agency for
11| Workforce Innovation the coalition s—enter—af—agreerent—w—th
12| a+i+secal—agent—to—servenore—than—one—coatton—or
13| derphastrate—to—the—partnership—+ts ability to effectively and
14| efficiently inplenment the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education
15| Progr am t+ts—ptan—as—a—stngte—ecounty—coatton—antd—+reet—att
16| regui+red—performance—standards—and—outcomre—reastres.

17

18| If an early learning coalition fails or refuses to nerge as
19| required by this subparagraph, the Agency for Wrkforce
20| Innovation may dissolve the coalition and tenporarily contract
21| with a qualified entity to continue school readiness and
22| prekindergarten services in the coalition's county or
23] multicounty region until the coalition is reestablished
24| through resubm ssion of a school readiness plan and approval
25| by the agency.
26 3. Each early learning coalition shall be conposed of
27 at least 18 nenbers but not nore than 35 nenbers. The Agency
28| for Workforce Innovation shall adopt standards establi shing
29| within this range the m ni nrum and maxi rum nunber of nenbers
30| that may be appointed to an early learning coalition. These
31| standards nust include variations for a coalition serving a
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1| nulticounty region. Each early learning coalition nust conply
2 with these standards.

3 4. The CGovernor shall appoint the chair and two other
4| menbers of each early learning coalition, who nust each neet

5| the same qualifications as private-sector business nenbers

6| appointed by the coalition under subparagraph 6.

7 5.2~ Each early |l earning coalition shaH—havre—at—teast
8| I8but—ret—rore—than—25—rerbers—and—suech—rerbers nust incl ude
9( the foll owi ng nenbers:

10 a. A Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services

11| district administrator or his or her designee who is

12| authorized to nake decisions on behalf of the departnent.

13 b. A district superintendent of schools or his or her
14| designee who is authorized to nake deci sions on behal f of the
15| district, who shall be a nonvoting nenber.

16 c. A regional workforce developrent board executive
17| ehatrr—o+ director or his or her designeer—where—apptieable.

18 d. A county health department director or his or her
19| desi gnee.
20 e. Achildren's services council or juvenile welfare
21| board chair or executive director, if applicable, who shall be
22| a nonvoting nenber if the council or board is the fiscal agent
23| of the coalition or if the council or board contracts with and
24] receives funds fromthe coalition
25 f. An agency head of a |ocal ehitd—eare |icensing
26| agency as defined in s. 402.302, where applicable head.
27 g. A president of a comunity college or his or her
28| desi gnee.
29
30
31
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h. One nenber appointed by a board of county
conmi ssi oners.

H—one—rrenber—appotnted—bya—distriect—school—board-

i.f— A central ehitd—eare agency adm nistrator, where

applicabl e, who shall be a nonvoting nenber.

L.k A Head Start director, who shall be a nonvoting

nenber .
k.t~ A representative of private child care providers,

including famly day care hones, who shall be a nonvoting

nenber .
|.m A representative of faith-based child care

providers, who shall be a nonvoting nmenber.

m_ A representative of prograns for children with

disabilities under the federal Individuals with Disabilities

Education Act, who shall be a nonvoting nmenber.

6. | ncl udi ng the nenbers appoi nted by the Governor
under subparagraph 4., nore than one-third of the eeal+tion

menbers of each early learning coalition nust be

privat e-sector business nenbers who do not have, and none of

whose relatives as defined in s. 112.3143 has, a substanti al

financial interest in the design or delivery of the Voluntary

Pr eki ndergarten Education Program created under part V of

chapter 1002 or the coalition's school readi ness program f+em
. , I o hei € erpriti
. : I I . I g
rraust+y. To nmeet this requirenent an early learning &

coalition must appoint additional nenbers froma list of
nom nees subnitted presented to the coalition by a chanber of
commerce or econom ¢ devel opnent council w thin the geographic

regi on served by area—oef the coalition. The Agency for

Wor kf orce I nnovation shall establish criteria for appointing
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private-sector business nenbers. These criteria nust include

standards for deternining whether a nenber or relative has a

substantial financial interest in the design or delivery of

the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Programor the

coalition's school readi ness program

7. A nmpjority of the voting nenbership of an early

learning coalition constitutes a quorumrequired to conduct

t he business of the coalition.

8.3~ A voting Ne nenber of an early learning &

coalition may not appoint a designee to act in his or her

pl ace, except as otherw se provided in this paragraph. A

voting nmenmber may send a representative to coalition neetings,
but that representative does not wH+ have Ao voting

privil eges. Wen a—distret—stuperintendent—of—schoots—or a
district adm nistrator for the Departnent of Children and

Fam |y Services appoints a designee to an early learning &
sehoot—reatiness coalition, the designee is wH—be the voting

menber of the coalition, and any individual attending in the

desi gnee' s his—or—her place, including the district
adm ni strat or er—stperintendent, does not w+ have Ae voting
privil eges.

9.4~ Each nenber Meabers of an early | earninhg the
coalition is are subject to ss. 112.313, 112.3135, and
112. 3143 t+he—ethtes—provistons—+n—part—H+—of—~chapter—312. For

pur poses of s. 112.3143(3)(a), each voting nenber is a loca

public officer who nust abstain fromvoting when a voting

conflict exists.

10.5~ For the purposes of tort liability, each nenber
or _enployee of an early |earning the—renrbers—of—the—sechool

readiness coaliti on and—+ts—enptoyees shall be governed by s.
768. 28.
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11.6—~ An early learning coalition serving a

mul ti county region nust eeaHti+oens—shat incl ude
representation fromeach county.

12. 7+ Each early learning coalition shall establish

Fhe ternms for of all appointed nenbers of the coalition_ The

ternms nmust be staggered and nust be a uniformlength that does

not exceed 4 years per term Appointed nmenbers nay serve a

maxi mum of two consecutive terns. Wien a vacancy occurs in an
appoi nted position, the coalition nust advertise the vacancy.
(b) Program participation.--The school readiness
program shal |l be established for children frombirth to the
beqgi nning of the school year for which a child is eligible for

adm ssi on to 5—years—of—age—or—untit+—the—chitd—enters
ki ndergarten in a public school under s. 1003.21(1)(a)2. The

program shal |l be adm nistered by the early |earni ng sehoeot
readiness coalition. Wthin funding limtations, the early
| ear ni ng sehoot—readiness coalition, along with all providers,
shal | make reasonable efforts to acconmodate the needs of
children for extended-day and extended-year services w thout
conmprom sing the quality of the program

(c) Program expectations.--

1. The school readi ness program nust neet the
foll owi ng expectations:

a. The programmust, at a m nimum enhance the

age- appropriate progress of each child in the devel opnent of

the school readiness skills required under paragraph (4)(])
I g il I

Fearrr, as neasured by the performance standards and out cone

neasur es adopt ed ert+ter+a—estabt-shed by the Agency for

Wor kf orce I nnovati on Hertda—Partnership—For—School—Readiness.
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b. The program nust provi de extended-day and
ext ended-year services to the maxi num extent possible to neet
t he needs of parents who work.

c. There nust be coordinated staff devel opnent and
t eachi ng opportunities.

d. There nust be expanded access to comunity services
and resources for famlies to help achi eve econom c
sel f-sufficiency.

e. There nust be a single point of entry and unified

waiting list. As used in this sub-subparagraph, the term

single point of entry" neans an inteqrated information system

that allows a parent to enroll his or her child in the school

readi ness program at various | ocations throughout the county

or nulticounty region served by an early learning coalition

that may allow a parent to enroll his or her child by

t el ephone or through an Internet website, and that uses a

unified waiting list to track eligible children waiting for

enrollnment in the school readiness program The Agency for

Wor kf orce I nnovation shall establish a single statew de

infornation systemthat integrates each early | earning

coalition's single point of entry, and each coalition nust use

the statew de system

f. The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation nust consi der

the access of eligible children to the school readiness

program as denpnstrated in part by waiting lists, before

approving a proposed increase in paynent rates submtted by an

early learning coalition. In addition, early |earning

coalitions shall use school readiness funds nmade avail abl e due

to enrollnent shifts fromschool readiness prograns to the

Vol untary Prekindergarten Education Program for increasing the
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nunber of children served in school readiness prograns before

i ncreasi ng paynent rates.

. I : i e et I
decrease—theprogrammust—serve—at—teast—as—many—echt-tdren—as
I . o . ey

g. There nust be a community plan to address the needs

of all eligible children.
h. The program nust neet all state |icensing
gui del i nes, where applicable.
2. The early |earning sechoot—reatiness coalition mnust

i npl emrent a conprehensi ve program of school readi ness services

that enhance the cognitive, social, and physical devel opnent
of children to achieve the performance standards and out cone
measur es adopt ed spectf+ed by the Agency for Wrkforce

| nhovati on partnership. At a mininmum these prograns mnmust

contain the followi ng el enents:

a. Developnentally appropriate curriculumdesigned to

enhance the age-appropriate progress of children in attaining

t he perfornmance standards adopted by the Agency for Wrkforce

| nhovati on _under subparagraph (4)(d)S8.

b. A character devel opnent programto devel op basic
val ues.

c. An age-appropriate assessnment of each child's
devel opnent.

d. A pretest administered to children when they enter
a program and a posttest adm nistered to children when they
| eave the program

e. An appropriate staff-to-children staff—toe—echitd

ratio.

f. A healthy heatthitl and safe environment.
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g. A resource and referral network to assist parents
i n maki ng an inforned choice.
(d) Inplenentation.--

1. An early learning coalition may not inplenment the

school readi ness program +s—toe—be—phased—n— until the
coalition is authorized r#pterents—+ts—ptan—the—ecounty—shat
continrue—to—+ecetrve—the—servieces—tdent-Hed—+n—subseet+on—{(3)r
t hr ough the—vartetus—agenetes—that—would—be—+esponstbte—for
det—vrerng—those—services—under—eturrent—taw—Pran
rapterentaton—+s—stubjeet—to approval of the coalition's
school readiness ceatHtt+oen—and—the plan by the Agency for
Wor kf orce I nnovati on Hertda—Partnership—Ffor—School—Readiness.
2. Each early |earning sehoot—+eadtness coalition

shall develop a plan for inplenmenting the school readi ness

programto neet the requirenments of this section and the

performance standards and outcome neasures adopted estabtished

by the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation partnership. Fhe—ptan
el . I Lo : I :

patrent—prograns— The plan nust alse denonstrate how t he
programw || ensure that each 3-year-old and 4-year-old child

in a publicly funded school readi ness programreceives
schedul ed activities and instruction designed to enhance the

age- appropriate progress of the prepare children in attaining

t he perfornmance standards adopted by the Agency for Wrkforce
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1| Innovation under subparagraph (4)(d)8. te—enter—kindergarten

2| reatdy—to—+tearn— Before inplenenting Pror—to—i+npterentation—of
3| the school readiness program the early |earning sehoeot

4| reathness coalition nust submit the plan to the Agency for

5] Wirkforce Innovati on partrership for approval. The Agency for
6| Wirkforce | nnovati on partrnetrship may approve the plan, reject
7| the plan, or approve the plan with conditions. The Agency for
8| Workforce Innovati on Herida—Partnership—For—School—Readiness
9| shall review school readiness eeat+t+or plans at | east

10| annually.

11 3. If the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation determ nes
12| during the annual review of school readiness plans, or through
13| nonitoring and perfornmance eval uations conducted under

14| paragraph (4)(l), that an early learning coalition has not

15| substantially inplenmented its plan, has not substantially net
16| the performance standards and outcone neasures adopted by the
17| agency, or has not effectively adm nistered the school

18| readiness programor Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

19| Program the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation may dissolve the
20| coalition and tenporarily contract with a qualified entity to
21| continue school readiness and prekindergarten services in the
22| coalition's county or multicounty region until the coalition
23] is reestablished through resubm ssion of a school readiness
24| plan and approval by the agency.
25 4.3~ The Agency for Wirkforce I nnovation shall adopt
26| criteria for the approval of school readiness plans. The
27] criteria nust be consistent with the performance standards and
28| outcone nmeasures adopted by the agency and nust require each
29| approved plan to fer—the—schoot—readiness—programust i ncl ude
30| the follow ng m ni mum standards and provi sions:
31
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a. A sliding fee scale establishing a copaynent for
parents based upon their ability to pay, which is the sanme for
all program providers, to be inplenented and reflected in each
progranm s budget.

b. A choice of settings and locations in |icensed,
regi stered, religious-exenpt, or school -based progranms to be
provi ded to parents.

c. Instructional staff who have conpl eted the training
course as required in s. 402.305(2)(d)1., as well as staff who
have additional training or credentials as required by the
Agency for Workforce Innovation partnership. The pl an mnust

provide a nethod for assuring the qualifications of al

personnel in all program settings.

d. Specific eligibility priorities for children within

the early learning coalition's county or nulticounty region in
accordance w th purstant—te subsection (6).

e. Performance standards and outcone neasures adopted
estabHshed by the Agency for Wirkforce |Innovati on partnership
or—atternati-vely——stantdards—antd—otutcore—reastres—to—be—used
trtH—sueh—t+re—as—the—partnership—adopts—sueh—standards—and
ottecore—treasures.

f. Paynent Retrburserent rates adopted that—have—been
developed by the early learning coalition and approved by the
Agency for Wirkforce I nnovation. Payment Retr#burserent rates
may sheatH not have the effect of |imting parental choice or

creating standards or |l evels of services that have not been
aut hori zed by the Legi sl ature.

g. Systens support services, including a central
agency, child care resource and referral, eligibility
determ nations, training of providers, and parent support and

i nvol venent.
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1 h. Direct enhancenment services to famlies and

2| children. System support and direct enhancenent services shal
3| be in addition to paynments for the placenment of children in

41 school readi ness prograns.

5 i. The A business organi zation of the early |earning
6| coalition ptan, which nust include the coalition's articles of
7| incorporation and bylaws if the coalition is organized as a

8| corporation. If the coalition is not organized as a

9| corporation or other business entity, the plan nust include
10| the contract with a fiscal school—readiness agent ++—the
11| eeatHtion—+tsnot—ategatty—established—eorporate—entity. An
12| early learning coalition €satti+ons may contract with other
13| coalitions to achieve efficiency in nulticounty
14| mHtipte-ecounty services, and these sueh contracts may be part
15| of the coalition's school readiness business plan
16 j. Strategies to neet the needs of unique popul ations,
17| such as m grant workers.

18

19| As part of the school readiness plan, the early |earning
20| coalition may request the Governor to apply for a waiver to
21| allow the coalition to adm nister the Head Start Programto
22| acconplish the purposes of the school readiness program [If a
23| any school readi ness plan denonstrates ean—derpnstrate that
24| specific statutory goals can be achieved nore effectively by
25| using procedures that require nodification of existing rules,
26| policies, or procedures, a request for a waiver to the Agency
27| for Wrkforce Innovation partnershtp may be subnitted made as
28| part of the plan. Upon review, the Agency for Wrkforce
29| lLnnovati on partnership may grant the proposed nodification
30
31
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5.4~ Persons with an early chil dhood teaching
certificate may provide support and supervision to other staff
in the school readiness program

6.5~ An early learning F¥he coalition may not inplenent

its school readiness plan until it submts the plan to and

receives approval fromthe Agency for Wirkforce | nnovation
partrnership. Once the plan is has—been approved, the plan and
the services provided under the plan shall be controlled by
the early learning coalition rather—than—bythe—state—agenctes

or—departrents. The plan shall be reviewed and revised as
necessary, but at |east biennially. An early |earning

coalition may not inplenent the revisions until the coalition

submits the revised plan to and receives approval fromthe

Agency for Workforce Innovation. If the Agency for Wrkforce

Il nhovation rejects a revised plan, the coalition nust continue

to operate under its prior approved plan.
7.6+~ Sections The—foHowng—statutes—wH—rnot—appty—to

Fecal—coattt+ons—wth—approved—plans—ss— 125. 901(2) (a) 3.
411. 221, and 411.232 do not apply to an early |earning

coalition with an approved school readi ness plan. To

facilitate innovative practices and to allow the regiona

tecal establi shment of school readi ness progranms, an early

| ear ni ng a—schoot—readiness coalition may apply to the

Governor and Cabinet for a waiver of, and the Governor and

Cabi net may wai ve, any of the provisions of ss. 411.223,

411. 232, and 1003.54, if the waiver is necessary for

i npl erentation of the coalition's school readiness plan
8.7 Two or nore counties may join for purposes the

purpose of planning and i npl enenting a school readi ness

pr ogr am
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9.8~ An early learning A coalition may, subject to
approval by ef the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation partnership

as part of the coalition's school readiness plan, receive

subsidi zed child care funds for all children eligible for any

federal subsidized child care program antd—be—the—provider—of
the—program-serviees.

10.9~ An early learning coalition nmay CGeat+tiens—are
atthort+zed—to enter into nultiparty contracts with nulticounty

service providers in order to neet the needs of unique
popul ati ons such as m grant workers.

(e) Requests for proposals; paynent schedul e. --

1. At—teast—once—every3—years—begrantng—uty—1-
20014 Each early learning coalition nmust conply with feHow
the—conpetitiveprocurenrent—regurerents—of s. 287. 057 for the

procurenent of commpbdities or contractual services fromthe

funds described in paragraph (9)(d) sthoot—+eadiness—prograns.

The period of a contract for purchase of these commpdities or

contractual services, together with any renewal of the

original contract, nmay not exceed 3 vyears.

2. Each early learning coalition shall adopt devetop a

paynment schedul e that enconpasses all prograns funded by the

that coalition under this section. The paynment schedul e nmust

take into consideration the relevant market rate, nust include
the projected nunber of children to be served, and nust be
submtted for approval by t+6 the Agency for Wrkforce

| nhovat i on partnhership—ftor—informatton. Informal child care

arrangenents shall be reinbursed at not nore than 50 percent

of the rate developed for a famly day care hone ehitdeare.

(f) Requirements relating to fiscal agents.--If an

early learning the+eecal coalition is not a |egally organi zed
as a corporation or other business estabtshed—ecorporate
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1| entity, the coalition nust designate a fiscal agent, which may
2| be a public entity, e a private nonprofit organization,_ or a
3| certified public accountant who holds a license under chapter
4| 473. The fiscal agent nust shat—be—+eguired—+o provide

5] financial and adm nistrative services under ptrstant—te a

6| contract er—agreerent with the early | earni ng schoot—+eadiness
7| coalition. The fiscal agent may not provide direct early

8| chil dhood education or child care services; however, a fisca

9| agent may provide those steh services upon witten request of
10| the early learning coalition to the Agency for Wrkforce

11| lnnovation partnership and upon the approval of the steh

12| request by the agency partnership. The cost of the financial
13| and administrative services shall be negotiated between the

14| fiscal agent and the early |earning sehoot—reatiness

15| coalition. If the fiscal agent is a provider of early

16| chil dhood education and child care programs, the contract mnust
17| specify that the fiscal agent shall wit+ act on policy

18| direction fromthe early learning coalition and nust wH not
19| receive policy direction fromits own corporate board
20| regarding disbursal of the coalition's eeatt+on funds. The
21| fiscal agent shall disburse funds in accordance with the early
22| learning coalition's approved eeatHt+of school readi ness pl an
23| and based on billing and di sbursenent procedures approved by
24| the Agency for Wirkforce | nnovation partraership. The fisca
25| agent must conformto all data-reporting requirenents
26| established by the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation
27| partnership.
28 (g) Evaluation and annual report.--Each early |earning
29| sehool—readiness coalition shall conduct an eval uation of the
30| effectiveness of the school readiness program including
31| performance standards and outcone neasures, and shall provide
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an annual report and fiscal statenment to the Agency for
Wor kf orce I nnovati on Hertda—Partnership—For—School—Readiness.

This report nust conformto the content and format

specifications set by the Adgency for Wrkforce Innovation

Horda—Partnership—For—Sehool—Readiness. The Agency for
Wor kf orce I nnovati on partnaership nust include an anal ysis of

the early learning coalitions' eeatt+oen reports in the

agency's ++s annual report.
(6) PROGRAM ELIGBILITY.--Each early | earning

coalition's e school readi ness programshall be established

for children frombirth to the beginning of the school year
for which a child is eligible for adn ssion to durder—the—age
of kindergarten in a public school under s. 1003.21(1) (a)?2.

eHgibi+H+y— Priority for participation in the schoo
readi ness program shall be given to children age 3 years to

school entry who are served by the Fam |y Safety Program
Ofice of the Departnment of Children and Family Services or a
comuni ty- based | ead agency under purstant—to chapter 39 and
for whomchild care is needed to mnimze risk of further
abuse, neglect, or abandonnment. O her eligible popul ations
i nclude children who neet one or nmore of the follow ng
criteria:

(a) Children under the age of kindergarten eligibility
who are:

1. Children deternined to be at risk of abuse,

negl ect, or exploitation who are currently clients of the

Fanmi |y Safety Program O fice of the Departnment of Children and

Fami |y Services, but who are not otherwi se given priority

under this subsection.

2.4 Children at risk of welfare dependency, including

econom cal |y di sadvantaged children, children of participants
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in the welfare transition program children of m grant
farmwrkers, and children of teen parents.

3.2~ Children of working fam lies whose fam |y incone
does not exceed 150 percent of the federal poverty |evel.

4.3~ Children for whomthe state is paying a relative
caregi ver paynent under s. 39.5085.

(b) Three-year-old children and 4-year-old children
who may not be econom cal |y di sadvantaged but who have
disabilities, have been served in a specific part-tine or
combi nati on of part-time exceptional education prograns wth
requi red special services, aids, or equipnment, and were
previously reported for funding part time with the Florida
Educati on Fi nance Program as exceptional students.

(c) Economcally disadvantaged children, children with
disabilities, and children at risk of future school failure,
frombirth to 4 years of age, who are served at home through
home visitor prograns and intensive parent education prograns
steh—as—the+Hor+da—ti+rst—Start—Program

(d) Children who neet federal and state eliqgibility
requi renment s fer—etgrbtt+ty for the mgrant preschool program
but who do not neet the criteria of economcally

di sadvant aged.

As used in this subsection, the termAnr "economically

di sadvant aged” child nmeans a child whose famly inconme does
not exceed +s—betoew 150 percent of the federal poverty |evel
Not wi t hst andi ng any change in a famly's econom c status, but
subject to additional famly contributions in accordance with
the sliding fee scale, a child who neets the eligibility
requirements upon initial registration for the programrenains
shatH—be—considered eligible until the bedinning of the schoo
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year for which the child is eligible for adm ssion to reaches
ki ndergarten in a public school under s. 1003.21(1)(a)2. age—
(7) PARENTAL CHO CE. - -
(a) The school readiness program shall provide

parental choice through putstant—te a purchase service order
that ensures, to the maxi num extent possible, flexibility in

school readi ness prograns and paynent arrangenents. According
to federal regulations requiring parental choice, a parent may
choose an informal child care arrangenent. The purchase order
must bear the nane of the beneficiary and the program provider
and, when redeened, nust bear the signature of both the
beneficiary and an authorized representative of the provider.
(b) If it is determned that a provider has provi ded

any cash to the beneficiary in return for receiving the

purchase order, the early learning coalition or its fiscal
agent shall refer the matter to the Division of Public
Assi stance Fraud for investigation.

(c) The office of the Chief Financial Oficer shall
establish an electronic transfer systemfor the di sbursenent
of funds in accordance wth this subsection. Each early
| earning coalition Schoot—+eadiness—coatitions shall fully

i npl ement the electronic funds transfer systemwi thin 2 years

after ptan approval of the coalition's school readiness plan,

unl ess a waiver is obtained fromthe Agency for Wrkforce

| nhovat i on partnership.
(8) STANDARDS; OUTCOVE MEASURES. - - Al | pubH-ety—funded

school readi ness prograns nust shatH—be—regured—to nmeet the
performance standards and outcome neasures adopted devetoped
ant—approved by the Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation
hio oy : L s I
T " " I .
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(9) FUNDI NG SCHOOL READI NESS PROGRAM - -

(a) It is the intent of this section to establish an

integrated and quality seam ess service delivery systemfor
all publicly funded early chil dhood education and child care
prograns operating in this state.

(b) Netwthstanting—s—26-56+—

1. The Agency for Workforce Innovation shall
adm ni ster school readiness funds, plans, and policies
ptt-stant—to—the—contract—wth—the—Hor+da—+Partnership—For
Sehoot—Reatiness and shall prepare and submt a unified budget
request for the school readi ness system proegram in accordance
wi th chapter 216.

2. Al instructions to early |earning tecal—schoot
reatiness coalitions for admnistering this section shal

emanate fromthe Agency for Wrkforce Innovation in accordance

with the ptrsuant—te policies of the Legislature—ptans—ef—the
I L orid b hool i ey
agency-.

(c) The Agency for Wrkforce Innovation shall adopt
prepare a fornmul a pteanthat—provides for the allocation anpng
the early learning coalitions #stributioen—antd—expenditure of

all state and federal school readiness funds for chil dren

participating in public or private school readi ness programns
based upon an equity and performance funrting—formta. The
allocation formula nust ptan——shatt+ be submitted to the
Governor and the Legislative Budget Conmi ssion. Upon approval,
the Legi sl ative Budget Conm ssion shall authorize the—+t+ransfer
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1| ef—Funds—toe the Agency for Wirkforce Innovation to distribute
2| funds fer—eistributiorr in accordance with the allocation

3| provtstens—oef—the fornmula. For fiscal year 2004-2005, the

4] Agency for Wirkforce Innovation shall allocate funds to the

5 early learning coalitions consistent with the fiscal year

6| 2003-2004 funding allocations to the school readiness

7| coalitions.

8 (d) Al state funds—budgeted—+For—a—county—for—the

9| programs——spectitetd—+tn—subsectton—{(3)—along—wth—thepro—+ata
10| share—of—the—state—atdmntstrative—costs—of—thoseprograns—n
11| the—arpunt—as—determned—by—the—partnership, atH federal .
12| #unds and required | ocal nmintenance-of-effort or matching
13| funds provided to an early learning coalition fer—a—county—+for
14| pregrans——speeifiedin—subseetion —ant—any—addi-t+iona el
15| appropriated—or—obtatned for purposes of this section;s shall
16| be used by transferred—+For—thebenef+t—of the coalition for

17| inplenmentation of its school readiness plan, including the

18| hiring of staff to effectively operate the coalition's school
19| readi ness program As part of plan approval and periodic plan
20| review, the Agency for Wirkforce | nnovation partraership shal
21| require that adm nistrative costs be kept to the m ninmum
22| necessary for efficient and effective adm nistration of the
23| school readiness plan, but total admnistrative expenditures
24| nust sheatH not exceed 5 percent unless specifically waived by
25| the Agency for Wirkforce I nnovation partraership. The Agency
26| for Workforce Innovation partnership shall annually report to
27| the Legislature any problens relating to admnistrative costs.
28 (e) The Agency for Workforce |Innovation partrership
29| shall annually distribute, to a maxi num extent practicable,
30| all eligible funds provided under this section as bl ock grants
31| to the early |l earning asstst coalitions A—+ntegrating
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(f) State funds appropriated for the school readiness
program may not be used for the construction of new facilities
or the purchase of buses. The Agency for W rkforce |Innovation
patrtrnership shall present to the Legislature reconmendations

for providing necessary transportation services for school

r eadi ness prograns.
(g) Al cost savings and all revenues received through
a mandatory sliding fee scale shall be used to help fund each

early learning coalition's the+eeal school readi ness program
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(10) 32y CONFLI CTING PROVI SIONS. --1n the event of a
conflict between the—provistons—of this section and federa
requirenments, the federal requirements shall control

(11) 33> PLACEMENTS. - - Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her

provision of this section to the contrary, ang—for—fiscal—year
2004—206085—-onty— the first children to be placed in the schoo

readi ness program shall be those fromfamlies receiving

tenporary cash assi stance and subject to federal work
requi renments. Subsequent placenents shall be nade in
accordance with subsection (6) pturstant—to—the—provistons—of

Section 3. Paragraph (p) of subsection (3) of section

11.45, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

11.45 Definitions; duties; authorities; reports;
rul es. --

(3) AUTHORITY FOR AUDI TS AND OTHER ENGAGEMENTS. - - The
Audi tor General may, pursuant to his or her own authority, or

at the direction of the Legislative Auditing Comittee,

72

CODI NG Words striekernr are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o o b~ W DN PP

W W N NNMNRNDNDNRNNNRNIERRRRRR R R B R
B O © 0 ~N O U0 b W NP O © 0 ~N O 0l W N B O

23-161H-05

conduct audits or other engagenents as determ ned appropriate
by the Auditor Ceneral of:

(p) The school readiness system including the early

| earning coalitions, Hetrt+da—Partrership—For—School—Readiness

created under ptrstant—te s. 411.01
Section 4. Subsection (2) of section 20.50, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:

20.50 Agency for Wrkforce Innovation.--There is
created the Agency for Wirkforce I nnovation within the
Departnent of Managenment Services. The agency shall be a
separate budget entity, and the director of the agency shal
be the agency head for all purposes. The agency shall not be
subject to control, supervision, or direction by the
Departnent of Managenment Services in any manner, including,
but not Iimted to, personnel, purchasing, transactions
i nvolving real or personal property, and budgetary matters.

(2) The Agency for Wrkforce Innovation is shatH—be
t he destgnated adnministrative agency designated for receipt of
federal workforce devel opnent grants and ot her federal funds.
The agency;—and shall adm ni ster earry—out the duties and
responsibilities assigned by the Governor under each federal
grant assigned to the agency. The agency shall be a separate
budget entity and shall expend each revenue source as provided
by federal and state |law and as provided in plans devel oped by
and agreenents with Workforce Florida, Inc. The agency shal
prepare and submit as a separate budget entity a unified
budget request for workforce devel opnent, in accordance with
chapter 216 for, and in conjunction with, Wrkforce Florida,
Inc., and its board. The head of the agency is the director of
Wor kf orce I nnovation, who shall be appointed by the Governor

The accountability and reporting functions of the agency shal
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be adm nistered by the director or his or her designee.
tretuded—+n These functions shall include ate budget

managenent, financial nmanagenent, audit, perfornmance

managenent standards and controls, assessing outcones of
service delivery, and financial admnistration of workforce
prograns under ptrstant—te s. 445.004(5) and (9). W-ithinthe
agenrcy—s—overaH—organtzat+onal—strueture~ The agency shal

include the following offices within its organi zati ona

structure, which shall have the specified responsibilities:

(a) The Ofice of Wrkforce Services shall adm nister
t he unenpl oynent conpensati on program the Rapid Response
program the Work Opportunity Tax Credit program the Alien
Labor Certification program and any other prograns that are
delivered directly by agency staff rather than through the
one-stop delivery system The office shall be directed by the
Deputy Director for Wirkforce Services, who shall be appointed
by and serve at the pleasure of the director.

(b) The Ofice of Program Support and Accountability
shal | adm nister state nerit system programstaff within the
wor kf orce service delivery system under the ptutrstant—to
policies of Wirkforce Florida, Inc. The office is shat—be
responsi ble for delivering services through the one-stop
delivery systemand for ensuring that participants in welfare
transition prograns receive case nanagenent services,

di versi on assi stance, support services, including stubstdtzed
child care and transportation services, Mdicaid services, and
transition assistance to enable themto succeed in the

wor kforce. The office is shatHt al so be responsible for program
qgual ity assurance, grants and contract managenent,

contracting, financial managenent, and reporting. The office

shall be directed by the Deputy Director for Program Support
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1| and Accountability, who shall be appointed by and serve at the
2| pleasure of the director. The office is shat+—be responsible
3| for:

4 1. Establishing nonitoring, quality assurance, and

5] quality inprovenent systenms that routinely assess the quality
6| and effectiveness of contracted prograns and services.

7 2. Annual review of each regional workforce board and
8| administrative entity to ensure that adequate systens of

9( reporting and control are in place,_ that;—and¢ nonitoring,

10| quality assurance, and quality inprovenent activities are

11| conducted routinely;s+ and that corrective action is taken to
12| elimnate deficiencies.

13 (c) The Ofice of Early Learning shall adm nister the
14| school readiness systemin accordance with s. 411.01 and the
15| operational requirenents of the Voluntary Prekindergarten

16| Education Programin accordance with part V of chapter 1002.
17| The office shall be directed by the Deputy Director for Early
18| Learning, who shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure
19| of the director.
20 (d)eyr The Ofice of Agency Support Services is shatH-
21| be responsible for procurenment, human resource services, and
22| information services including delivering information on | abor
23| markets, enploynent, occupations, and perfornmance, and shal
24| inplenment and maintain information systens that are required
25| for the effective operation of the one-stop delivery system
26| and the school readi ness serviees system including, but not
27| limted to, those systens described in s. 445.009. The office
28| shall wt++ be directed by under—the—directton—of the Deputy
29| Director for Agency Support Services, who shall be appointed
30| by and serve at the pleasure of the director. The office is
31| shat+—be responsi bl e for establishing:
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1. Information systens and controls that report
reliable, tinely and accurate fiscal and performance data for
assessi ng out cones, service delivery, and financi al
adm ni stration of workforce prograns under ptrstant—toe s.
445.004(5) and (9).

2. Information systens that support service
i ntegration and case managenent by providing for case tracking
for participants in welfare transition prograns.

3. Information systens that support the school
readi ness system serviees.

(e) e The Unenpl oynment Appeal s Conm ssion, authorized
by s. 443.012, is shatH not be subject to the control,
supervision, or direction by the Agency for Wrkforce
I nnovation in the performance of its powers and duties but
shall receive any and all support and assistance fromthe
agency that is may—be required for the performance of its
duti es.

Section 5. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
125.901, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

125.901 Children's services; independent speci al
district; council; powers, duties, and functions.--

(1) Each county may by ordi nance create an i ndependent
special district, as defined in ss. 189.403(3) and
200.001(8)(e), to provide funding for children's services
t hroughout the county in accordance with this section. The
boundari es of such district shall be coterm nous with the
boundaries of the county. The county governing body shal
obtain approval, by a mgjority vote of those electors voting
on the question, to annually levy ad val oremtaxes whi ch shal
not exceed the maxinmummillage rate authorized by this

section. Any district created pursuant to the provisions of
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this subsection shall be required to levy and fix m || age
subject to the provisions of s. 200.065. Once such mllage is
approved by the electorate, the district shall not be required
to seek approval of the electorate in future years to |evy the
previ ously approved m || age.

(b) However, any county as defined in s. 125.011(1)
may i nstead have a governing board consisting of 33 nenbers,
i ncludi ng: the superintendent of schools; two representatives
of public postsecondary education institutions |ocated in the
county; the county nmanager or the equivalent county officer
the district administrator fromthe appropriate district of
the Departnent of Children and Family Services, or the
adm ni strator's designee who is a nenber of the Senior
Managenent Service or the Sel ected Exenpt Service; the
director of the county health departnent or the director's
desi gnee; the state attorney for the county or the state
attorney's designee; the chief judge assigned to juvenile
cases, or another juvenile judge who is the chief judge's
desi gnee and who shall sit as a voting nenber of the board,
except that the judge may not vote or participate in setting
ad val orem taxes under this section; an individual who is
sel ected by the board of the local United Wy or its
equi val ent; a nmenber of a locally recognized faith-based
coalition, selected by that coalition; a nenber of the |oca
chanber of commrerce, selected by that chanber or, if nore than
one chanber exists within the county, a person selected by a
coalition of the local chanbers; a nmenber of the early
| ear ni nq tecal—schoot—readiness coalition, selected by that
coalition; a representative of a |abor organization or union
active in the county; a menber of a local alliance or

coalition engaged in cross-system planning for health and
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soci al service delivery in the county, selected by that
alliance or coalition; a menber of the |ocal Parent-Teachers
Associ ati on/ Parent - Teacher - St udent Associ ati on, sel ected by
that association; a youth representative selected by the | oca
school system s student government; a | ocal school board
menber appointed by the chair of the school board; the nmayor
of the county or the mayor's designee; one nenber of the
county governi ng body, appointed by the chair of that body; a
menber of the state Legislature who represents residents of
the county, selected by the chair of the local |egislative

del egation; an elected official representing the residents of
a municipality in the county, selected by the county rmnuni ci pal
| eague; and 4 nenbers-at-large, appointed to the council by
the majority of sitting council menbers. The remaining 7
menbers shall be appointed by the Governor in accordance with
procedures set forth in paragraph (a), except that the
Governor may renove a menber for cause or upon the witten
petition of the council. Appointnents by the Governor nust, to
the extent reasonably possible, represent the geographic and
denogr aphi c diversity of the population of the county. Menbers
who are appointed to the council by reason of their position
are not subject to the length of terns and limts on
consecutive terns as provided in this section. The renmining
appoi nted nmenbers of the governing board shall be appointed to
serve 2-year ternms, except that those menbers appointed by the
Governor shall be appointed to serve 4-year terns, and the
youth representative and the | egislative del egate shall be
appointed to serve 1-year terns. A nenber nmay be reappoi nted;
however, a nenber may not serve for nore than three
consecutive terns. A nenber is eligible to be appointed again

after a 2-year hiatus fromthe council.
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Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 216.133, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

216.133 Definitions; ss. 216.133-216.137.--As used in
ss. 216.133-216. 137:

(1) "Consensus estimating conference" includes the
Econom ¢ Estimati ng Conference, the Denographic Estimating
Conf erence, the Revenue Estimating Conference, the Education
Esti mati ng Conference, the Crimnal Justice Estinmating
Conference, the Juvenile Justice Estimating Conference, the
Child Welfare System Estimating Conference, the Cccupati onal
Forecasting Conference, the Early Learning Prograns Schootl
Readiness—Program Esti mati ng Conference, the Sel f-I1nsurance

Esti mati ng Conference, the Florida Retirenent System Actuari al

Assunpti on Conference, and the Social Services Estimting
Conf er ence.

Section 7. Subsection (10) of section 216.136, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

216. 136 Consensus estimating conferences; duties and
principals.--

(10) EARLY LEARN NG PROGRAMS SEHOO—REABHNESS—PROCRAM
ESTI MATI NG CONFERENCE. - -

(a) Duties.--

1. The Early Learning Prograns Sehool—Reatiness
Program Esti mati ng Conference shall devel op estimates and

forecasts of the unduplicated count of children eligible for
school readiness prograns in accordance with the standards of
eligibility established in s. 411.01(6), and of children

eligible for the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program

in accordance with s. 1002.53(2), as the conference determ nes

are needed to support the state planning, budgeting, and

appropriations processes.
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2. The Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation Horda
Patrtnership—For—Sehoot—Readiness shall provide informati on on

needs and waiting lists for school readi ness prograns, and

infornation on the needs for the Voluntary Prekindergarten

Educati on Program as programservices requested by the Early
Learni ng Prograns Sehoot—Reatiness—Program Estimati ng

Conference or individual conference principals in a tinely

manner .
(b) Principals.--The Executive Ofice of the Governor,
the Director of Econom c and Denographi ¢ Research, and
prof essi onal staff who have forecasting expertise from the
Horda—Partnership—For—Sehool—Readiness— the Agency for
Wor kf orce I nnovation, the Departnment of Children and Fam |y
Services, the Department of Education, the Senate, and the
House of Representatives, or their designees, are the
principals of the Early Learning Prograns Sehool—Reatiness
Progtam Esti mati ng Conference. The principal representing the

Executive Ofice of the Governor shall preside over sessions
of the conference.

Section 8. Section 402.3016, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

402.3016 Early Head Start collaboration grants.--

(1) Contingent upon specific appropriations, the
Agency for Workforce Innovation Hert+da—+Partnership—For—Schoot
Readiness shall establish a programto award col | aboration

grants to assist |local agencies in securing Early Head Start
prograns through Early Head Start programfederal grants. The
col | aboration grants shall provide the required matchi ng funds
for public and private nonprofit agencies that have been

approved for Early Head Start program federal grants.
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(2) Public and private nonprofit agencies providing
Early Head Start prograns applying for collaborative grants
must :

(a) Ensure quality performance by neeting the
requirenments in the Head Start program perfornmance standards
and ot her applicable rules and regul ati ons;

(b) Ensure collaboration with other service providers
at the local level; and

(c) Ensure that a conprehensive array of health,
nutritional, and other services are provided to the programs
pregnant wonen and very young children, and their famli es.

(3) The Agency for Workforce |Innovation partrership

shall report to the Legislature on an annual basis the nunber

of agencies receiving Early Head Start coll aboration grants
and the nunber of children served.

(4) The Agency for Workforce |Innovation partrership
may adopt rules under ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 as necessary

for the award of collaboration grants to conpeting agencies
and the adm nistration of the collaboration grants program
under this section.

Section 9. Section 411.011, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

411.011 Records of children in school readiness
prograns. --The individual records of children enrolled in
school readi ness prograns provided under s. 411.01, when held
in the possession of the early |earning sehoot—reatiness
coalition or the Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation FHortda

Patrtnership—For—Sehool—Reatiness, are confidential and exenpt
from the—provtstoens—of s. 119.07 and s. 24(a), Art. | of the

State Constitution. For the purposes of this section, records

i ncl ude assessnent data, health data, records of teacher
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observations, and identifying data, including the child's
soci al security nunber. A parent, guardian, or individual
acting as a parent in the absence of a parent or guardi an has
the right to inspect and review the individual school

readi ness programrecord of his or her child and to obtain a
copy of the record. School readiness records may be rel eased
to the United States Secretary of Education, the United States
Secretary of Health and Human Services, and the Conptroller
Ceneral of the United States for the purpose of federal

audits; to individuals or organizations conducting studies for
institutions to devel op, validate, or adm nister assessnents
or inmprove instruction; to accrediting organizations in order
to carry out their accrediting functions; to appropriate
parties in connection with an energency if the information is
necessary to protect the health or safety of the student or

ot her individuals; to the Auditor General in connection with
his or her official functions; to a court of conpetent
jurisdiction in conpliance with an order of that court in
accordance with purstant—te a lawfully issued subpoena; and to

parties to an interagency agreement anmong early | earning
sehoot—reatiness coalitions, |ocal governnental agencies,
provi ders of school readiness prograns, state agencies, and
the Agency for Whrkforce Innovation He+rida—Partnership—+For
Sehoot—Reatiness for the purpose of inplenenting the schoo

readi ness program Agencies, organi zations, or individuals

that receive school readiness records in order to carry out
their official functions nust protect the data in a manner
that does wit++ not permt the personal identification of
students and their parents by persons other than those
authorized to receive the records. This section is subject to

the Open Governnent Sunset Review Act of 1995 in accordance
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with s. 119.15 and shall stand repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2005,
unl ess reviewed and saved fromrepeal through reenactnent by
the Legi sl ature.

Section 10. Paragraph (e) of subsection (2) of section
411. 226, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

411.226 Learning Gateway. - -

(2) LEARNI NG GATEWAY STEERI NG COW TTEE. - -

(e) To support and facilitate systemi nprovenents, the
steering conmttee nust consult with representatives fromthe
Departnent of Education, the Departnent of Health, the Agency
for Wrkforce |Innovati on Hertda—+artnership—For—Schoot
Readiness, the Departnment of Children and Fam |y Services, the
Agency for Health Care Adm nistration, the Departnent of

Juvenile Justice, and the Department of Corrections and with
the director of the Learning Devel opnment and Eval uati on Center
of Florida Agricultural and Mechani cal University.

Section 11. Paragraph (d) of subsection (1), paragraph
(a) of subsection (2), and paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of
section 411.227, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

411.227 Conponents of the Learning Gateway. --The
Learni ng Gateway system consists of the follow ng components:

(1) COVMUNITY EDUCATI ON STRATEG ES AND FAM LY- ORI ENTED
ACCESS. - -

(d) In collaboration with other |ocal resources, the
denmonstration projects shall devel op public awareness
strategies to dissenm nate informati on about devel opnent al
m | estones, precursors of |earning problens and ot her
devel opnent al del ays, and the service systemthat is
avail abl e. The information should target parents of children
frombirth through age 9 and should be distributed to parents,

health care providers, and caregivers of children frombirth
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1| through age 9. A variety of media should be used as

2| appropriate, such as print, television, radio, and a

3| conmunity-based Internet website, as well as opportunities

4| such as those presented by parent visits to physicians for

5] well-child checkups. The Learning Gateway Steering Conmittee

6| shall provide technical assistance to the |ocal denpnstration
7| projects in devel oping and distributing educational materials
8| and information.

9 1. Public awareness strategies targeting parents of
10| children frombirth through age 5 shall be designed to provide
11| information to public and private preschool progranms, child
12| care ehitdeare providers, pediatricians, parents, and |loca
13| busi nesses and organi zati ons. These strategi es shoul d include
14| information on the school readi ness performance standards fo+
15| kindergarten adopted by the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation
16| School—TReatiness—PartnershipBoard.

17 2. Public awareness strategies targeting parents of

18| children fromages 6 through 9 nmust be designed to di ssem nate
19| training materials and brochures to parents and public and
20| private school personnel, and nust be coordinated with the
21| local school board and the appropriate school advisory
22| commttees in the denonstration projects. The materials should
23| contain informati on on state and district proficiency |evels
24| for grades K-3.
25 (2) SCREENI NG AND DEVELOPMENTAL MONI TORI NG - -
26 (a) In coordination with the Agency for Wrkforce
27| lLnnovati on Partnership—For—Schoot—Readiness, the Department of
28| Education, and the Florida Pediatric Society, and using
29| information learned fromthe | ocal denonstration projects, the
30| Learning Gateway Steering Conmittee shall establish guidelines
31| for screening children frombirth through age 9. The
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gui del i nes shoul d i ncorporate recent research on the
indicators nost likely to predict early |earning problens,

m | d devel opnental delays, child-specific precursors of schoo
failure, and other rel ated devel opmental indicators in the
domai ns of cognition; comuni cation; attention; perception;
behavi or; and social, enotional, sensory, and notor
functi oni ng.

(3) EARLY EDUCATI ON, SERVI CES AND SUPPORTS. - -

(c) The steering conmittee, in cooperation with the
Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services, the Departnment of
Education, and the Agency for Wrkforce |Innovati on Hoertdga
Patrtnership—For—Sehool—Reatiness, shall identify the elenments

of an effective research-based curriculumfor early care and

educati on prograrns.

Section 12. Subsection (1) of section 1001.23, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1001. 23 Specific powers and duties of the Departnent
of Education.--In addition to all other duties assigned to it
by law or by rule of the State Board of Education, the
department shall:

(1) Adopt the statew de kindergarten sehoot—+eatditess
tri-Form screeni ng devetoeped—by—theFHortda—Partnership—For
Sehoot—Readtress— in accordance with s. 1002. 69 the—efrt+terta
rHtemzed—+n—chapter—16068.

Section 13. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) of section
1002. 22, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002. 22 Student records and reports; rights of parents
and students; notification; penalty.--

(3) RIGHTS OF PARENT OR STUDENT. - - The parent of any
student who attends or has attended any public school, career

center, or public postsecondary educational institution shal
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have the following rights with respect to any records or
reports created, maintained, and used by any public
educational institution in the state. However, whenever a
student has attained 18 years of age, or is attending a

post secondary educational institution, the perm ssion or
consent required of, and the rights accorded to, the parents
of the student shall thereafter be required of and accorded to
the student only, unless the student is a dependent student of
such parents as defined in 26 U S.C. s. 152 (s. 152 of the

I nternal Revenue Code of 1954). The State Board of Education
shal | adopt rul es whereby parents or students nmay exercise
these rights:

(d) Right of privacy.--Every student has shatH—have a
right of privacy with respect to the educational records kept
on himor her. Personally identifiable records or reports of a
student, and any personal information contained therein, are
confidential and exenpt from the—previstons—of s. 119.07(1). A
state or |ocal educational agency, board, public school,
career center, or public postsecondary educational institution
may not permit the rel ease of such records, reports, or
information without the witten consent of the student's
parent, or of the student hinself or herself if he or she is
qualified as provided in this subsection, to any individual
agency, or organi zation. However, personally identifiable
records or reports of a student may be rel eased to the
foll ow ng persons or organi zations w thout the consent of the
student or the student's parent:

1. Oficials of schools, school systens, career
centers, or public postsecondary educational institutions in

whi ch the student seeks or intends to enroll; and a copy of
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such records or reports shall be furnished to the parent or
student upon request.

2. Oher school officials, including teachers within
the educational institution or agency, who have legitimte
educational interests in the information contained in the
records.

3. The United States Secretary of Education, the
Director of the National Institute of Education, the Assistant
Secretary for Education, the Conptroller CGeneral of the United
States, or state or |ocal educational authorities who are
aut hori zed to receive such informati on subject to the
conditions set forth in applicable federal statutes and
regul ations of the United States Departnment of Education, or
in applicable state statutes and rules of the State Board of
Educati on.

4. O her school officials, in connection with a
student's application for or receipt of financial aid.

5. Individual s or organi zati ons conducting studies for
or on behalf of an institution or a board of education for the
pur pose of devel oping, validating, or adm nistering predictive
tests, adm nistering student aid prograns, or inproving
instruction, if the sdueh studies are conducted in sueh a
manner that does as—wt++ not permt the persona
identification of students and their parents by persons other
than representatives of such organizations and if the steh
information will be destroyed when no | onger needed for the
pur pose of conducting such studies.

6. Accrediting organizations, in order to carry out

their accrediting functions.
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1 7. Early |earning Sehoot—+eadirness coalitions and the
2| Agency for Workforce |Innovation Hetrt+da—+Partnership—For—Schoot
3| Readiness in order to carry out their assigned duties.

4 8. For use as evidence in student expul sion hearings
5] conducted by a district school board under ptrstant—to—the

6| provistens—of chapter 120.

7 9. Appropriate parties in connection with an

8| energency, if know edge of the information in the student's

9| educational records is necessary to protect the health or

10| safety of the student or other individuals.

11 10. The Auditor General and the O fice of Program

12| Policy Analysis and Governnent Accountability in connection
13| with their official functions; however, except when the

14| collection of personally identifiable information is

15| specifically authorized by |law, any data collected by the

16| Auditor General and the O fice of Program Policy Analysis and
17| Governnment Accountability is confidential and exenpt from the
18| provistens—of s. 119.07(1) and shall be protected in steh a
19| way that does as—wt++ not permt the personal identification
20| of students and their parents by other than the Auditor
21| General, the Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and Gover nnment
22| Accountability, and their staff, and the steh personally
23| identifiable data shall be destroyed when no | onger needed for
24| the Auditor General's and the Ofice of Program Policy
25| Anal ysis and Government Accountability's official use.
26 11.a. A court of conpetent jurisdiction in conpliance
27| with an order of that court or the attorney of record in
28| accordance with purstant—te a |awfully issued subpoena, upon
29| the condition that the student and the student's parent are
30| notified of the order or subpoena in advance of conpliance
31| therewith by the educational institution or agency.
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b. A person or entity in accordance with purstant—to a

court of conpetent jurisdiction in conpliance with an order of

that court or the attorney of record pursuant to a lawfully

i ssued subpoena, upon the condition that the student, or his
or her parent if the student is either a mnor and not
attendi ng a postsecondary educational institution or a
dependent of such parent as defined in 26 U S. C s. 152 (s.
152 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954), is notified of the
order or subpoena in advance of conpliance therewith by the
educational institution or agency.

12. Credit bureaus, in connection with an agreenent
for financial aid that the student has executed, if the
provided—that—sueh information is may—be disclosed only to the
extent necessary to enforce the ternms or conditions of the
financial aid agreenent. Credit bureaus shall not rel ease any
i nformati on obtai ned under ptrstant—te this paragraph to any
per son.

13. Parties to an interagency agreenent anong the
Departnent of Juvenile Justice, school and | aw enforcenent
authorities, and other signatory agencies for the purpose of
reducing juvenile crinme and especially nmotor vehicle theft by
pronoting cooperation and col |l aboration, and the sharing of
appropriate information in a joint effort to i nprove schoo
safety, to reduce truancy and in-school and out-of-schoo
suspensions, and to support alternatives to in-school and
out - of - school suspensi ons and expul sions that provide
structured and wel | -supervi sed educati onal prograns
suppl emented by a coordi nated overlay of other appropriate
servi ces designed to correct behaviors that |ead to truancy,
suspensi ons, and expul sions, and that support students in

successfully conpleting their education. Information provided
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in furtherance of the steh interagency agreenents is intended
solely for use in determining the appropriate prograns and
services for each juvenile or the juvenile's famly, or for
coordinating the delivery of the steh prograns and services,
and as such is inadm ssible in any court proceedings before
prt+or—to a di spositional hearing unless witten consent is
provi ded by a parent or other responsible adult on behalf of
the juvenile.

14. Consistent with the Fam |y Educational Ri ghts and
Privacy Act, the Departnment of Children and Fam |y Services or
a communi ty-based care | ead agency acting on behalf of the

Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services, as appropriate.

Thi s paragraph does not prohibit any educational institution
from publishing and releasing to the general public directory
information relating to a student if the institution elects to
do so. However, no educational institution shall release, to
any individual, agency, or organization that is not listed in
subparagraphs 1.-14., directory information relating to the
student body in general or a portion thereof unless it is
normal Iy published for the purpose of release to the public in
general. Any educational institution naking directory
i nformation public shall give public notice of the categories
of information that it has designated as directory information
for wth—respeet—to all students attending the institution and
shall allow a reasonable period of tine after the stueh notice
has been given for a parent or student to informthe
institution in witing that any or all of the information
desi gnat ed shoul d not be rel eased.

Section 14. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
1003.54, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
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1003. 54 Teenage parent prograns. --

(3)

(c) Provision for necessary child care, health care,
soci al services, parent education, and transportation shall be
ancillary service conponents of teenage parent prograns.
Ancillary services may be provided through the coordination of
exi sting prograns and services and through joint agreenents
between district school boards and early | earning tecal—schoot
readiness coalitions or other appropriate public and private

provi ders.

Section 15. Subsection (5) is added to section
1007.23, Florida Statutes, to read:

1007.23 Statewi de articul ati on agreenent. --

(5) The articulation agreenent nust guarantee the

articulation of 9 credit hours toward a postsecondary deqgree

in early childhood education for prograns approved by the
State Board of Education which:

(a) Award a child devel opnent associ ate credenti al

i ssued by the National Credentialing Programof the Counci

for Professional Recognition or award a credential approved
under s. 1002.55(3)(c)1.b. or s. 402.305(3)(c) as being

equi valent to the child devel opnent associ ate credential: and

(b) Include training in energent literacy which neets

or _exceeds the mninum standards for training courses for

preki ndergarten instructors of the Voluntary Prekindergarten

Education Programin s. 1002.59.
Section 16. (1) The Florida Partnership for School

Readi ness is abolished. Al powers, duties, functions, rules,

records, personnel, property, and unexpended bal ances of

appropriations, allocations, and other funds of the Florida

Part nership for School Readi ness are transferred by a type two
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transfer, as defined in section 20.06(2), Florida Statutes, to

t he Agency for Whrkforce | nnovation.

(2) This act does not abolish the school readiness

coalitions but redesignates the coalitions as early |earning

coalitions and, effective April 1, 2005, requires a reduction

in the nunber of coalitions. Al powers, duties, functions,

rules, records, personnel, property, and unexpended bal ances

of appropriations, allocations, and other funds of each schoo

readi ness coalition are not transferred but shall be retained

by the early learning coalition upon its redesignation froma

school readiness coalition to an early learning coalition
Section 17. Sections 411.012 and 1008.21, Florida
Statutes, are repeal ed.
Section 18. (1) The sums of $1,090,399 fromrecurring

general revenue and $975, 000 from nonrecurring general revenue

are appropriated in lunp sumto, and 17 additional positions

are authorized for, the Departnent of Education for purposes

of administering the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

Program during the 2004-2005 fiscal year.

(2) The suns of $4,218,010 fromrecurring genera

revenue and $5, 275,000 from nonrecurring general revenue are

appropriated in lunp sumto, and 20 additional positions are

aut horized for, the Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation for

pur poses of admi nistering the Voluntary Prekindergarten

Education Program during the 2004-2005 fiscal year. Fromthese

nonrecurring funds, $100,000 is provided for the Agency for

Wor kf orce I nnovation to evaluate the potential of using

el ectronic technology to adm nister and nmintain attendance

i nfornmati on and provi der paynent processes for the program

The Agency for Whrkforce | nnovation shall subnit a report of

its recommendations to the Governor, the President of the
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1| Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by

2| Septenber 1, 2006. The reconmendations nust include the

3| recurring annual operating costs associated with the use of

4] any electronic technology that is reconmended in the report.
5 (3) The sunms of $80,193 fromrecurring general revenue
6| and $140,037 from nonrecurring general revenue are

7| appropriated in lunp sumto, and 5.5 additional positions are
8| authorized for, the Departnment of Children and Fam |y Services
9| for purposes of admnistering the Voluntary Prekindergarten
10| Education Program during the 2004-2005 fiscal year
11 Section 19. Notw thstanding the provisions of section
12| 216.177, Florida Statutes, which require a 14-day notice for
13| interim budget actions, and pursuant to section 216.351,
14| Florida Statutes, the Executive Ofice of the Governor shal
15| provide notice of the allocation of the [unp-sum
16| appropriations authorized by this act into traditional

17| appropriation categories to the chair and vice chair of the
18| Legislative Budget Conm ssion at |least 3 working days before
19| the effective date of the allocation.
20 Section 20. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a
21| | aw.
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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1 Kok ok ok ok ok kkkk ok ok kK kkkk ok ok ok ok k ok ok k kK ok kkk ok k kK kK
2 SENATE SUMVARY

3 Creates part V of ch. 1002, F.S., to inplenent the

4 Vol untary Preki ndergarten Education Programrequired by
5 the State Constitution. Provides eligibility and

6 application requirenents. Provides for early |earning

7 coalitions and the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation to

8 coordi nate the prekindergarten services delivered by

9 private prekindergarten providers. Specifies requirenments
10 for private prekindergarten providers. Requires the

11 Departnent of Education to adopt m ni num standards for
12 preki ndergarten instructors. Provides for a sunmer

13 preki ndergarten program Provides requirements for the
14 school -year prekindergarten program offered by schoo

15 districts. Provides for funding the programthrough the
16 Ceneral Appropriations Act and for calculating a student
17 all ocation. Creates the Florida Early Learning Advisory
18 Council within the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation. (See
19 bill for details.)

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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